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There is a light that never goes out
There is a town in the Arizona desert which is so small that it doesn’t appear on
maps. There are a few houses, a filling station and a café which doubles as an antique
shop. The town ironically is called Hope and the residents of Hope have a sense of
humour. One mile out of this ”blink and you miss it town”, they’ve erected a sign by
the roadside. It reads: “You’re now beyond Hope”!

Easter morning begins in a place beyond hope, with a few faithful women walking in
the dark towards a tomb where two days earlier they had buried their Lord, and with
him their hope.
Their darkness had been their companion since that moment the Friday before when
three crosses were hammered into a rubbish dump outside the city, and heaven
turned the lights off.
In the first light of dawn the women arrive at the tomb and find it empty.
There are times in all our lives when we feel beyond hope; times when all we can feel
is that same darkness that blackened the sky on Good Friday. We feel helpless and
perhaps hopeless as we witness the unfolding terror in Ukraine and elsewhere. Easter
however reminds us that nothing and no-one is beyond hope, because we are never
beyond God.
God is in fact in every darkness
It’s no coincidence that in every religion light is a symbol of hope. Sometimes, like in
South Africa under Apartheid, people will light candles to defy the darkness. On that
first Good Friday all the darkness the world could muster tried and failed to put out
that light.
But there is a light that never goes out.

And this surely is the message of Easter…. that light is stronger than darkness, that
truth is stronger than lies, that goodness is stronger than evil and that love is stronger
than hate; stronger even than death itself.
Easter proves that in the darkest place, in the most broken heart or broken place, in
dreams that have turned to dust, there is a light that never goes out. If Christ really
rose from the dead (however you understand resurrection), if Christ is the light that
never goes out, then hope becomes more than a dream, more than wishful thinking.
It becomes the bedrock of who we are.
This Easter may the light that never goes out lead you to a place called hope and to a
life worth living
Alan

Registers
Baptism – welcomed into the family of the church
20 March – Olivia Mazza

Dates for your Diary
Annual Parochial Church meeting (APCM) – 8pm Thursday 28th April on Zoom.
Please make an effort to join us for the important annual meeting of St Mary’s

Breakfast at the Fobury – 8.30 to 11.00am Saturday 30th April at the Fobury St
Mary’s Lane

WGC Male Voice Choir in concert at St Mary’s – 7.30pm Saturday 30th April.
Tickets £10 from Kay Juniper (more details next month)

Sunday Services at St Mary’s
Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday
Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop)
All Age Service & Young Church 9.15am on 2nd Sunday of the month

Sunday 10th April – Palm Sunday 9.15am at St Mary’s
Monday 11 April – 8pm on Zoom “Picturing Holy Week” a time of reflection using
images. (Reg for Zoom code by 5th April at kathoates2022@virginmedia.com)
Tuesday 12 April – 8pm a reflective candle-lit Taize Service at St Andrews
Wednesday 13 April – 8pm a Meditation for Holy Week (St Andrews & online)
Thursday 14 April – 8pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist followed by a candle-lit
medieval service of the shadows (Tenebrae) and watch until 10pm at St Andrews

Good Friday
The Last Hour – 2 to 3pm with Hymns, Readings and Reflections at St Mary’s

Easter Day
Dawn Eucharist with the lighting of the first fire of Easter
5.30am at St Mary’s followed by breakfast at The Rectory
Easter Day All-Age Eucharist with Easter Egg Hunt
9.15am at St Mary’s (please bring a fresh flower to decorate the cross)
10.30am Easter Communion on Zoom

Have a joyful Easter

Race Night Evening
The race night at the end of February was a very successful and enjoyable evening
with around 80 people attending. It was so nice to be together after a gap of two
years
Our thanks go to the two Davids, Robin & Helen, Kay & Christine and the dodgy Tote
team who ensured everyone enjoyed some harmless fun along with the excellent fish
& chips delivered by Carleys.
The evening raised just over £1000 to support St Mary’s and our nominated charities
for 2022
Many thanks to all those who attended and supported the event so generously

EASTER CHURCH CLEANING
The Church Easter Clean is planned for Saturday 9th April from 10 am to 12 noon
Coffee, tea, refreshments and a chance to chat amongst the dusters and polish.
Thank you also to everyone who has joined the rota
Virginia 01992 583560

Brace Room
The Brace Room at St Mary’s Church is available for hire for anybody in our
community. This could be for meetings, exercise sessions or any other purpose.
Includes excellent toilet and kitchen facilities
For more information contact David Gorton 01992 551946 or
dgorton1@btinternet.com

Breakfast at The Fobury, St Mary’s Lane
Saturday 30th April 08.30 - 11.00am
Don’t miss this annual culinary and social event! Menu includes Full English,
scrambled eggs with smoked salmon and bacon rolls.
All proceeds go to St Mary’s Church - Everyone is very welcome!
For further information contact Helen Bishop 07746 694890

Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir
Return in concert at St Mary’s – 7.30pm Saturday 30th April
Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir enjoy singing music from a variety of genres and
performing at local concerts and events. As a choir they are proud of their traditions
and origins while embracing an eclectic range of music.
Their current repertoire includes songs from shows, spirituals, traditional English,
Scottish and Irish pieces. They sing a number of songs in Welsh, maintaining a proud
tradition harking back to the Choir's early days. They also include one or two numbers
which may surprise!

Tickets are £10 – to book your place contact Kay Juniper on 01992 558321 or
07776 340932

Help for Ukraine
A lot of people have been enquiring about how best to help with the humanitarian crisis
in Ukraine. On the Diocese of St Albans website at www.stalbans.anglican.org you can
find ways to help financially, offer accommodation for refugees and in other ways.
Financial donations will be used to offer immediate support to refugees particularly with
travel and food. Much of this will be used within Herts & Beds and any surplus will go to
the Christian Aid efforts.
There is also guidance to register accommodation to enable people to connect with
suitable refugee priorities

A prayer for Ukraine
Loving God,
we pray for the people of Ukraine,
for all those suffering or afraid,
that you will be close to them and protect them.
We pray for world leaders,
for compassion, strength and wisdom to
guide their choices.
We pray for the world
that in this moment of crisis,
we may reach out in solidarity
to our brothers and sisters in need.
May we walk in your ways
so that peace and justice
become a reality for the people of Ukraine
and for all the world
Amen

Pysanka. Ukrainian Easter Traditions

Arguably one of Ukraine’s most famous Easter traditions is their intricately decorated
Easter eggs known as ‘pysanka’. The word pysanka comes from the verb pysaty, “to
write”. Creating pysanka is an extremely complicated endeavour and they are usually
created during the last week of Lent.
The smoothest and best-shaped eggs are used to make pysanka. A stylus is often used
to ensure and perfect the clean lines and intricate patterns on the eggs. Pysanka are
given to friends and loved ones to represent the gift of life, and are usually decorated
to match the personality of the receiver.
One of the most popular; and oldest, pysanky legends tells of a young woman who was
on her way home from the market in town. She had with her a jug of fresh water for
her journey and a basket of eggs. On her way she met a stranger sitting on a rock.
Thinking he must be a tired traveller, she offered him a drink of her water. When he
handed the water back to her, she was surprised to see that he had wounds on his
hands. The stranger said nothing, but got up and went in the opposite direction of the
young woman. When she arrived home, she uncovered her basket and discovered her
eggs had been turned into beautiful pysanky.
The stranger, of course, had been Jesus Christ, and that was the first Easter morning.

Hertingfordbury Parochial Magazine - Easter April 1882

Joint Churches Away Day at High Leigh Conference Centre
Around 60 people from St Mary’s and St Andrew’s participated in an away day at the High
Leigh Conference Centre in Hoddesdon recently. The theme of the day was “Hope” and it
involved workshops, social time and ending with a Eucharist service. Of course a
traditional Sunday lunch was provided and everyone enjoyed the excellent facilities and
grounds at High Leigh
The three workshops were
Writing to God – a fun and creative session discussing how to write a letter to God
Creating an Altar frontal – participants cut, stuck and stitched colourful cloth to make an
altar frontal on the theme of HOPE. This will be able to be used when appropriate at our
altar in St Mary’s

HOPE altar frontal
Sing Out Loud – involved learning to connect your voice through a series of fun warm ups
and the singing of some uplifting gospel-based music together
The feedback has been very positive. Everyone reported having a very meaningful and
enjoyable day and it is something we most certainly want to do again in the not too
distant future.
Many thanks to everyone who helped organise the day and workshops and to all those
who attended

Zoom Services
While services at St Mary’s have re commenced in church there are still
Zoom services available for your worship
Please contact the church office if you'd like to be added to our mailing list and receive
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list
Every Wednesday
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm

Every Sunday
Service of the Word 10.30am
(Every 3rd Sunday will offer Communion)
Compline 7.00pm

Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday
morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website
www.hertingfordburystmary.org

All Age Services
A monthly, shorter, child-friendly, interactive communion service with
songs, prayers and some new surprises on the second Sunday of the month

St Mary’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
By Zoom on Thursday 28th April at 8pm
Every is very welcome to participate. More details in due course

RRTrees

Sarah Lamb Jewellery

INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK

01992 589218 07714660492

Will rethread pearl and bead
necklaces
Commissions and other jewellery
repairs
www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

o Tree Surgery
o Hedge Cutting
o Stump Removal
o Seasoned Logs
Free quotation or enquiry?
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee
07792 129669 or e mail
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE
83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611
ALSO AT
Watton Road
Ware
01920 463 260

79 Burford Street
Hoddesdon
01992 470153

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE
Manager Richard Salthouse
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

St. Mary’s Churchyard Regulations - Easter
We are very conscious that this is a sensitive area – and we are most grateful for the care
shown by many people tending graves and memorial plaques – but as Churchwardens we
are required to ensure that the regulations laid down by the diocese relating to the
churchyard are adhered to. The rules relating to churchyards are very stringent compared
to those applying to local authority cemeteries. The full regulations are displayed on one of
the noticeboards inside the South Door porch.
We would therefore ask that you remember that the placing of the likes of Easter Bunnies,
windmills and so on, on graves/plaques is not permitted. Similarly floral remembrances
should consist of natural flowers. Also please do not use glass vases or jars as they might be
accidentally broken during mowing.
Whilst we should be reluctant to do so, we will, if necessary, remove items. We would
always be happy to explain our reason for doing so. Please do speak with us if you would
like advice about what is permitted.
Tributes should be removed by Ascension Day (Thursday 26th May) at the latest
Thank you. David & Robin

WALTER WALLINGER CHARITY
Walter Wallinger died in 1709 leaving “Four hundred pounds for the placing of poor
children of this Parish as Apprentices.”
Times have moved on and the trustees of the charity now take the view that the income
from the endowment should be used to give grants for educational purposes to people
under 25 who have for at least two years lived, or been educated, within‘the ancient parish
of Hertingfordbury’ which today roughly means Hertingfordbury village and the five Greens
and outlying houses.
Something of the order of £1500 is available annually. Typically grants are one-off
payments not exceeding £300 for something that will help with the applicant’s education in
a broad sense, such as a musical instrument, specialist equipment, a field or other course.
Grants are available to anyone in school, FE or Higher Education.
An application form is obtainable from Robin Bishop, the Chairman of Walter Wallinger’s
charity at robinhbishop@gmail.com

1st Birch Green Brownies
The Brownies had a very special focus this month with it being World
Thinking Day on the 22nd February the ethos is our world, our equal
future. Girlguiding asked girls from over 100 countries what issue they
were most concerned about and found out their number one worry was the
environment and so this will be the focus for the guides and scouts girls
for next three years.
In our brownies pack we taught the girls about different women who have
made a change by speaking out about the environment such as Greta
Thunberg the Swedish environmental activitist and Leydy Pech the Mayan
bee keeper and activist. We helped the girls to understand the issues that
affect the climate changes by playing a game of true or false. We also
showed the Brownies different plastics, some that were single use and
some that were re-usable so that they had a better understanding of the
best choices to help the environment.
Then we used plastic bags cut into strips to make bracelets and braids to
show how things can be reused instead of sent to landfills. Lots of the
girls were surprised to learn that most carrier bags were not
biodegradable!
The girls enjoy sharing their knowledge of global warming and what they
already do to save the planet and it was lovely to see them engage with
great enthusiasm for such an important part of their future!
The Owls at Birch Green Brownies
Contact www.girlguiding.orguk/interested to register your daughter
(or yourself as a volunteer) for the first time in Girlguiding
or for more information e mail birchgreenbrownies@aol.com

B. Green Store

Victoria & Carly
We are so very sorry to hear that the B Green Store has closed at the end of March.
We fully understand the extreme difficulties that are posed in the current situation
trying to sustain a small local business such as the B Green Store.
We would like to say a huge thanks to Victoria & Carly for all their hard work and
innovative ideas to put the store at the heart of the community. They were such a
great presence for us all during the pandemic and lockdowns. I know they want to
thank many in the community for the support and friendship and we wish them all
the very best in their future plans

Church Flower Rota for April
Flower rota for 2022 begins at Easter
17th – Easter
24th – Sue Parsell
We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the
flower team give each week to make the church look so beautiful

www.hertingfordburystmary.org
The St Mary's website features all the church news including the latest digital Parish
News in full colour
This website is a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on the church.
If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via e mail
raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. We meet on the last
Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly atmosphere
at the Spotlight in Broxbourne. We meet for coffee at 10am, followed by the lecture at
10.30. Visitors are very welcome.

28 April – Augustus John & Gwen John by Linda Smith
26 May – Antiques Roadshow: Behind the scenes and great discoveries by Marc
Allum
30 June – Three Great Families & Their Gardens: The Astors, Rothschilds and
Sackville Wests by Caroline Rayman
For more information please go to our website
www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk
Registered Charity no 281752
Member Society of The Arts Society

Chairman – Paul Rochford
Councillors – Haidy Blake, Nicola Gordon, Roger Morris, Mark Hutton, Simon Bostock,
Ruth McDonald
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald
County Councillor – Ken Crofton
District Councillor – Linda Haysey
If you wish to contact the Parish Council please contact the Clerk
Clerk: Katie Eyre at clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk
To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/
Next Meeting – 7pm Wednesday 13th April at the cricket pavilion in Hertingfordbury
due to the school holidays. All meetings are open to the public. There is a 15 minute
public participation period near the start of the meeting. Please feel free to stay for
the duration or leave at any time. The agenda is posted on the Parish Council notice
boards a few days prior to the meeting
We are saddened to hear of the closing of the B Green Store, and would like to
express our thanks to both Victoria and Carly for their excellent support of the local
community over the past 2 very challenging years.
The gate in Birch Green play park is broken but scheduled to be repaired, and the
pond survey for Birch Green to assess the newt population is taking place this month.
The drainage issues in Staines Green are ongoing and being looked into to find a
solution.
The Boundary Commission survey is still available for comment until 6th May 2022,
information on how to make comments is available on notice boards.

Defibrillators
Please note that Defibrillators are housed on the outside walls of the:• Parish Room (The Brace Room) at St Mary's Church, Hertingfordbury
• B Green Store in Birch Green

Meditation & Mindfulness
Explore the riches of Christian Meditation and how it fits with the
practice and insights of Mindfulness
Each weekly session is free and lasts for about 45 minutes. We begin with some
gentle exercises to help still the mind and then a guided meditation, followed by
some silence. Beginners especially welcome!
Now Online on Zoom every Wednesday at 8pm except for the first
Wednesdays when we usually meet in person at St Andrew’s church
For further details and Zoom codes please see our website
www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk
or contact the church office 01992 504373 standrew.hertford@btinternet.com
***********************************

WhatsApp Groups
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact
David Gorton on 07544 702241
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more
information please contact Jamie Shawyer

Church Cleaners
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning
rota.
It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful
church to always look its best
If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Churchyard Volunteers Needed
Volunteers required for grass cutting
Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh!
Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help

Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day.
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the
Churchwardens. Thank you for considering this

HERTFORD DISABILITY SUPPORT GROUP
NEEDED – the Hertford Disability Support Group is a charity run by volunteers to
enrich the lives of mostly elderly, disabled people. We organise monthly socials, and
varied outings during the summer.
Our members are thrilled to get out and about and working with them is most
rewarding. All kinds of help – driving, cooking, planning, befriending and more – are
needed.
Do please consider helping us. Contact Alison on 01992 584851

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD
Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach - Workshops

15th Courtyard Open 12th – 30th April 2022
We are delighted to invite artists’ submissions for the annual Courtyard Open exhibition.
The Open’s 15th anniversary sees the exhibition return to our gallery. Submissions are
welcomed in all media including 3D, with works selected for inclusion, prizes and
commendation by an independent judging panel. This year, we’re inviting artists to submit
two works for consideration – a great opportunity to gauge your work alongside a host of
amateur and professional practitioners.

Courtyard Arts is a unique, artistic hub located in Hertford
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm - www.courtyardarts.org.uk

ROY FRITH

Acorn Pest Control

Specialising in

Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs

LOCAL MAN

MICHAEL JACKSON

Free estimates - ALL MAKES
Spares available for most makes
Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at
13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX

07710 494186
Charges as council – quicker response!

Herts Computer Services
David Raymond
Locksmith – General
Maintenance
01707 651617 / 07831 383057
Local & Flexible

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email:
iain@hertscomputerservices.com
Home or small business IT support
PC health checks & virus removal
Broadband internet issues
Data recovery
Laptop repairs such as screen replacement
PC hardware repairs & installations
Wireless networking
Website & internet address setup
Microsoft server installations & small
business support

Microsoft & Comptia Certified
Microsoft Small Business Specialist

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Carpentry, tiling, general
maintenance
The best about – the cheapest around

What more could you ask for?

CALL RAY on 01438 214178
Mobile: 07837 487922

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg)
PLUMBING
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
John Spinks
Painter & Decorator

Chris Tinworth

Over 40 yrs in the Trade

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
DULUX NETWORK MEMBER

TEL: 01707 266118

01707 251302
07973 561298

Jenny Junior Interiors
Full Interior Design
& Installation Service
Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms
Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting
Furniture and upholstery
Designer fabrics and wallpaper
Curtains, poles, blinds
A friendly and professional service
Consultation in your own home

Tel: 01707 276 343
Mob: 07947 711 597
www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk
jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk
1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty
|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS
BOA & GOsC Registered

Back & Neck problems? Other troublesome aches & pains?
Friendly, Effective & Local
Call Alastair on 07917 101851
www.hertfordosteopaths.com

