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            Talking to Strangers          
 
In an increasingly suspicious world where stranger-danger is drilled into us from a 
young age, it was fascinating to read an article recently which suggested that talking 
to strangers can in fact make us wiser and happier! 
 
In his recent book, ‘The Power of Strangers’, the author Joe Keohane writes; ‘we miss 
a lot by being afraid of strangers. Talking to strangers – under the right conditions – is 
good for us, good for our neighbourhoods, our towns and cities, our nations, and our 
world. Talking to strangers can teach you things, deepen you, make you a better 
citizen, a better thinker, and a better person. It's a good way to live. But it's more 
than that. In a rapidly changing, infinitely complex, furiously polarised world, it's a 
way to survive’. 
 
Personally, I love those chance encounters and unexpected conversations. Often, 
they restore my faith in humankind. There’s a wonderful painting/cartoon of a 
stereotypical Jesus in Middle Eastern robes and halo, sitting on a tube train with 
various other commuters completely oblivious to who’s sitting beside them. It echoes 
that song by Joan Osborne from years ago that poses the question ‘what if God was 
one of us… just a stranger on the bus trying to find his way home’  
 
In many religious traditions we’re encouraged to see the stranger as God or Christ 
among us. And isn’t that the message of Christmas? For the Christian, Christmas 
reminds us that God comes to us in human skin, longing to connect.  
 
As fuel and food prices soar, and loneliness reaches epidemic levels, churches have 
been asked to consider offering warm spaces this winter. We don’t think that anyone 
would want to travel to a church to huddle in the pews. Instead, we want to help 
support those warm spaces that are already at the centre of our community. We’ve 
decided therefore to put a hot drinks tab behind the bar at our local pub on Sele, The 
Golden Griffin, and encourage anyone who’d like to, to come in for a free warm 
drink, a warm space and hopefully a warm welcome. It will be 2-4pm Wednesdays to 
Saturdays from 23rd November. If you’d like to contribute something towards this, 
drop me a line.  
May I wish you all a wonder-full Christmas and a happy and peaceful New Year. 

Alan 



Registers 
 
Wedding 
26 November – Julia Hallawell & Michael Donovan 

 
Funeral 
10 November – Maurice Powell (92 years) 
1 December – Tony Slingsby. A tribute to Tony will appear in the February 2023 
edition 
 
 

 
Sunday Services at St Mary’s 

Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday  
Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop) 
All Age Service & Young Church 9.15am on 2nd Sunday of the month 

 
                  
 

Brace Room 
The Brace Room at St Mary’s Church is available for hire for anybody in our 

community. This could be for meetings, exercise sessions or any other purpose. 
Includes excellent toilet and kitchen facilities 

For more information contact David Gorton 01992 551430 or 
dgorton1@btinternet.com 

 

                                                                                       
BIG CHRISTMAS CHURCH CLEAN 

Christmas church clean this year will be on Saturday 10th December 
between 10am - 12noon. Everything provided along with Coffee, Cake, Music 

and the necessary ingredient - Laughter! 
Your help will be very much appreciated - everyone welcome 

Virginia 01992 583560            



 

        
               

 

 

                                                       
 
                            St. Mary’s Churchyard Regulations – Christmas 
 
We are very conscious that this is a sensitive area – and we are most grateful for the 
care shown by many people tending graves and memorial plaques – but as 
Churchwardens we are required to ensure that the regulations laid down by the 
diocese relating to the churchyard are adhered to. The rules relating to churchyards 
are very stringent compared to those applying to local authority cemeteries. The full 
regulations are displayed on one of the noticeboards inside the South Door porch. 
We would therefore ask that you remember that the placing of the likes of Father 
Christmases, Reindeers, flashing lights and so on, on graves/plaques is not permitted. 
Similarly floral remembrances should consist of natural flowers. Also, please do not use 
glass vases or jars as they might be accidentally broken leading to difficulties when 
maintaining the churchyard.  
Whilst we should be reluctant to do so, we will, if necessary, remove items. We would 
always be happy to explain our reason for doing so. Please do speak with us if you 
would like advice about what is permitted. 
Tributes should be removed before 31 January. Thank you. 
 David & Robin                       

St Mary’s Churchyard – Help still needed 
We have a wonderful churchyard at St Mary’s that is 
there for all the community because it’s pretty certain 
that at some time a lot of our community and their 
relatives will need it. You don’t need to be a church 
goer to know how important it is for many people. 
The fact is it is maintained entirely by volunteers, not 
the local authorities, and that team is led by David 
Gorton on the second Saturday morning of each 
month (9-12 noon). David supplies a picnic lunch for 
those who help and it is good fun and exercise 
Please if you can help let David know on 01992 
551430. Thank you 



        Christmas Services 2022 at St Mary’s      
 

 
Sunday 18th December 

10.30am – Lessons & Carols (on Zoom) 
7pm – Blue Christmas service for those who find this a difficult time (on zoom) 

 

Thursday 22nd December 
7pm – Lessons & Carols at St Mary’s 

 

Christmas Eve 
12.30pm – Crib & Christingle Service at St Mary’s 

2pm – Crib & Christingle Service at St Mary’s 
11.15pm – Midnight Service at St Mary’s 

 

Christmas Day 
9.15am – Christmas Communion for all ages at St Mary’s 

10.30am – Christmas Eucharist (on Zoom) 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Boxing Day 

We are all aware that Boxing Day is a holiday celebrated after Christmas Day. It 
originated as a holiday to give gifts to the poor, to box up gifts for the staff. Today 
Boxing Day is primarily known as a shopping holiday. It originated in Great Britain and 
is celebrated in a number of countries that previously formed part of the British 
Empire. Boxing Day is also concurrent with the Catholic holiday Saint Stephen's Day 
which in many European countries is considered the second day of Christmas 

 

 



 



                             Picturing Advent on Zoom 
 

                                         
                                                               Photo: Nick Hoyle 
 

If you’re looking for something different to do in Advent, this may be for you! 
 
Following on from our “Picturing Lent” evenings earlier this year, we’d now like to offer 
Picturing Advent as an opportunity to reflect on faith using visual images. In each 
session we will look at three pictures – a mix of photos and works of art – and focus on 
how we respond to what we see. 
We’ll also use breakout rooms as an opportunity to share our thoughts in a smaller 
group. No prior knowledge or expertise is needed! 
There will be four Tuesday evening sessions on Zoom: December 6, 13, 20 and finally 
10 January, when we will look at images with Epiphany as our theme 
Each session will start at 8.00pm and last no longer than 1 hour. 
For more information and to register for the Zoom code, please contact Kath Oates: 
kathoates2022@virginmedia.com 
To help us plan, please register with Kath by Friday 2nd December if possible 
 
 
 
 

                    Used Postage Stamps                                  
                                     
We are still collecting used stamps this Christmas in aid of the Keech Children’s 
Hospice care in Hertfordshire. Thanks to you all for saving your stamps over 
Christmas. Please leave them at the back of the church. Many thanks. Alma             



     
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                  
   

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. We meet on the last 
Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly atmosphere 
at the Spotlight in Broxbourne.  We meet for coffee at 10am, followed by the lecture at 
10.30.  Visitors are very welcome. 
 

Upcoming lectures 
 

26 January - London’s Lost Department Stores by Tessa Boase 
23 February – Dazzling Dufy: Invitation to a Luminous Feast with Raoul Dufy by 

Mary Alexander 
 
 

For more information please go to our website      
  www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk 

Registered Charity no 281752                          Member Society of The Arts Society                                                                           



 

  
 
 

 
 

 
Friends of Hertingfordbury St. Mary 

 

    Programme of Events 2023 
 

All events are open to everyone 
 

 
Saturday 25th February 2023 
Race Night  
19.00 St. Joseph’s in the Park School  
Tickets from David Gorton 01992 551430 / 07544 702241 
 
 
Saturday 18th March 2023 
Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir – 
19.30 St Mary’s Church  
Tickets from Kay Juniper 01992 558321 / 07776 340932 
 
 
Saturday 29th April 2023 
Breakfast at The Fobury  
08.30 – 11.00 
Helen Bishop 01992 551946 / 07746 694890 
 
 

The Friends of Hertingfordbury St Mary raises money for the restoration  
and preservation of the church buildings and the churchyard. 

 
Please contact Helen Bishop 01992 551946/07746 694890 if you would like to 

 become involved or have ideas for events 

        

                                          



     Remembrance Sunday – 13th November    
Once again this year the Secret Society of Hertford Crafters (The Yarn Bombers) made 
available the poppies that had been used as part of the 2018 Remembrance in 
Hertford Castle.  

      
 

     
 
The Remembrance service at church was very moving as the names of all the fallen were 
read out and the wreath laid at the foot of the memorial in church. Rev Bill then led the 
tribute at the Birch Green memorial which was very well attended including tributes from 
the church, Parish Council and the Cub Scouts and Brownies    



                                                  

               
Chairman – Paul Rochford 
Vice Chairman – Mark Hutton 
Councillors – Haidy Blake, Nicola Gordon, Roger Morris, Simon Bostock 
 
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald 
County Councillor – Ken Crofton 
District Councillor – Linda Haysey 
 
If you wish to contact the Parish Council please contact the Clerk 
Clerk:  Katie Eyre at   clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 

To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting  
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261  
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/ 
 
We are still looking for members to join Hertingfordbury Parish Council. Currently 
there are 4 seats vacant. If you are interested in joining the Parish Council and feel 
you are able to make positive changes within your community, please contact the 
Parish Clerk via Clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk, who will be happy to supply 
more information. You can also find this on our 
website www.hertingfordbury.org.uk under the recent post or the 'join our council' 
tab.  
 

 

 

                                      
 

                                      Defibrillators 

Please note that Defibrillators are housed on the outside walls of the…… 
• Parish Room (The Brace Room) at St Mary's Church, Hertingfordbury 
• Previous B Green Store in Birch Green 

 



                                 

                      1st Birch Green Brownies 
 

Thank you to our brownies who took part in the remembrance service. 

You paraded beautifully and did us proud as always!  

We would like to welcome our newly enrolled brownies and congratulate 

those who made their brownie promise in November. 

The final figure for the sponsored walk came in at over £700 so thank 

you so much to all of those who donated and took part! It's very much 

appreciated by us and the Letty Green Cub Scouts. 

Finally, as we move towards the end of the year, we would like to wish 

all of our girls and their families a wonderful Christmas and New Year 

and look forward to another term of badges, outings and lots of fun! 

 

                   
 

                        Paying tribute at Birch Green Memorial 

 
The Owls at Birch Green Brownies 

Contact www.girlguiding.orguk/interested  to register your daughter 

(or yourself as a volunteer) for the first time in Girlguiding 

or for more information e mail birchgreenbrownies@aol.com 



    

 



 



              Classic Christmas Snowball 

10-15ml lime juice or lime cordial, (optional) 

50ml advocaat 

50ml sparkling lemonade 

Ice, to serve 

 
Fill a glass with ice and if using, add up to 15ml of lime juice or lime cordial (or to your taste). 
Pour the advocaat and lemonade over the ice and stir gently until the outside of the glass 
feels cold. Garnish with the maraschino cherry. 
 

 

Snowball Cookies                       

  

 

100g pecans , 70g plain flour, 50g softened butter, 25g caster sugar,  1  orange zested 

2 tbsp icing sugar, plus extra for dusting 

Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Line a large baking tray with baking 
parchment. Tip the pecans into a food processor and blitz until they resemble a 
rough powder. Tip into a bowl and stir in the flour. 
In a separate bowl, beat the butter, caster sugar and orange zest together with an 
electric whisk until pale and fluffy. Add the flour and pecan mix and stir with a 
wooden spoon until everything comes together in a rough dough. Shape into 10 
even-sized balls and put on the tray. 
Bake for 15 mins until set but the top is still pale in colour. Leave to cool on the tray 
for 5 mins, then, once cool enough to handle, gently roll the balls in the icing sugar 
and return to the tray. Leave to cool completely. Will keep in an airtight container for 
up to five days. Dust with more icing sugar just before serving 



ALFS – Animal Food Bank 
 

     
 

 

ALFS Animal Food Bank is delivering free pet food and accessories, helping to 
neuter, covering vet bills and rehoming dogs and cats 

ALFS is also supporting people along the way in this process 
 

ALFS is also supporting Ukraine by supplying humanitarian, medical  
and animal aid 

 
This is all funded by your donations so a big thank you! 

 
Please like and share ALFS Facebook page www.facebook.com/alfsherts so that 

we can help as many people as possible 
If you can help or donate in any way call 07714 999581                            

 

 



                                                            

www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

The St Mary's website features all the church news including the latest digital Parish 
News in full colour 

This website is a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on the church. 
If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via e mail 

raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     
                  

        Church Flower Rota for December & New Year                           

 

There will be no flowers in church during December (due to Advent) and in 

the New Year. Next rota will commence in April 2023 

 

We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the 

flower team give each week to make the church look so beautiful 

 



                                                     
                                            Zoom Services 

          While services at St Mary’s have re commenced in church there are still 
 Zoom services available for your worship 

 
Please contact the church office if you’d like to be added to our mailing list and receive 
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact 
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list 
 
Every Wednesday                                                   Every Sunday 
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm                      Service of the Word 10.30am 

                                                                                (Every 3rd Sunday will offer Communion) 
                                                                                Compline 7.00pm 

 
Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday 

morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website  
www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

                       
****************** 

 
 

                                               WALTER WALLINGER CHARITY 

 

Walter Wallinger died in 1709 leaving “Four hundred pounds for the placing of poor 
children of this Parish as Apprentices.” 
Times have moved on and the trustees of the charity now take the view that the 
income from the endowment should be used to give grants for educational purposes 
to people under 25 who have for at least two years lived, or been educated, within‘the 
ancient parish of Hertingfordbury’ which today roughly means Hertingfordbury village 
and the five Greens and outlying houses.  
Something of the order of £1500 is available annually. Typically grants are one-off 
payments not exceeding £300 for something that will help with the applicant’s 
education in a broad sense, such as a musical instrument, specialist equipment, a field 
or other course. Grants are available to anyone in school, FE or Higher Education. 
An application form is obtainable from Robin Bishop, the Chairman of Walter 
Wallinger’s charity at robinhbishop@gmail.com 
 
 



 

 



 
 
  

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   

RRTrees 
INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST  

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK 

o Tree Surgery 
o Hedge Cutting 
o Stump Removal 
o Seasoned Logs 

Free quotation or enquiry?  
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee        

07792 129669 or e mail 
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk 

 

Sarah Lamb Jewellery 
        01992 589218   07714660492 

 

Will rethread pearl and bead 

necklaces 

Commissions and other jewellery 

repairs                 

 

www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

 

 

 

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611 
 

ALSO AT 

Watton Road                                                                               79 Burford Street 

Ware                                                                                                       Hoddesdon 

01920 463 260                                                                                     01992 470153 
 

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE 
 

Manager Richard Salthouse 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870 

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 
 



                                                       

Meditation & Mindfulness 
Explore the riches of Christian Meditation and how it fits with the 

practice and insights of Mindfulness 
 

Each weekly session is free and lasts for about 45 minutes. We begin with some 
gentle exercises to help still the mind and then a guided meditation, followed by 

some silence. Beginners especially welcome! 

 
Now Online on Zoom every Wednesday at 7.30pm except for the first 
Wednesdays when we usually meet in person at St Andrew’s church 

 
For further details and Zoom codes please see our website  

www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk  
or contact the church office 01992 504373 standrew.hertford@btinternet.com 
 
                                                   *********************************** 

 

 

 

                                                 
                                                       

                                                    WhatsApp Groups  
 
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact 
David Gorton on 07544 702241 
 
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but 
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more 
information please contact Jamie Shawyer       
 



             Church Cleaners         
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning 

rota. 

It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful 

church to always look its best 

If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 

          Churchyard Volunteers Needed      
Volunteers required for grass cutting 

Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon 
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh! 

Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help 
 
 
 
 
                                            

        Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s   

 
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are 
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.  
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day. 
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need 
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.  
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the 
Churchwardens.  Thank you for considering this 



                                                      
HERTFORD DISABILITY SUPPORT GROUP 

NEEDED – the Hertford Disability Support Group is a charity run by volunteers to 
enrich the lives of mostly elderly, disabled people. We organise monthly socials, and 

varied outings during the summer. 
Our members are thrilled to get out and about and working with them is most 

rewarding. All kinds of help – driving, cooking, planning, befriending and more – are 
needed. 

Do please consider helping us. Contact Alison on 01992 584851 

     

 

 

                                
 

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD 
 Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach – Workshops 

      
           

                                   

 

                       Courtyard Arts is a unique, artistic hub located in Hertford 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm - www.courtyardarts.org.uk 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

ROY FRITH 
Specialising in  

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs 
 

Free estimates - ALL MAKES 

Spares available for most makes 

Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at 

13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX 
 

 
 

 

Acorn Pest Control 
Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control 

LOCAL MAN 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
07710 494186 

Charges as council – quicker response! 

Herts Computer Services 
Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
• PC health checks & virus removal  

• Broadband internet issues 

• Data recovery 

• Laptop repairs such as screen replacement 

• PC hardware repairs & installations 

• Wireless networking 

• Website &  internet address setup 

• Microsoft server installations & small 

business support 

 

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 

Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

     

 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES 

 

Carpentry, tiling, general 

maintenance 

 
The best about – the cheapest around 

        What more could you ask for? 

 

CALL RAY on 01438 214178 

Mobile:   07837 487922 

 

 
 

        
          David Raymond 

 
Locksmith – General 

Maintenance 
 

01707 651617 / 07831 383057 
 

Local & Flexible 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



  
 

 
 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

John Spinks 

Painter & Decorator 
Over 40 yrs in the Trade 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER 

TEL: 01707 266118 
 

Jenny Junior Interiors 
Full Interior Design 

& Installation Service 
 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms 

Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting 

Furniture and upholstery 

Designer fabrics and wallpaper 

Curtains, poles, blinds 
 

A friendly and professional service 

Consultation in your own home 
 

Tel: 01707 276 343 

Mob: 07947 711 597 
 

www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty 

|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN 
 

 

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS 
BOA & GOsC Registered 

 

Back & Neck problems?    Other troublesome aches & pains? 
 

Friendly, Effective & Local 
                                          Call Alastair on 07917 101851 

www.hertfordosteopaths.com 

 

 
 

 

 

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg) 
PLUMBING 
KITCHENS 

BATHROOMS 
 

Chris Tinworth 
 

01707 251302 
07973 561298 
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