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                 A Moment 
 
Surely one of the most poignant images of recent times has been that of Her Majesty 
the Queen sitting alone in the choir stalls of St George’s chapel, Windsor, at the 
funeral service of her late husband Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  
 
In this one image, this diminutive lady dressed in black was neither Head of State nor 
Sovereign of a Commonwealth, she was simply an elderly widow grieving the loss of a 
life partner and soulmate. It’s a moment that captured the hearts of many because at 
its heart is the heartbreak of loss. It’s a very human, vulnerable moment; a moment 
of solidarity with every man, woman or child who have lived through the loss of a 
loved one. It’s a moment that encapsulated so much of the loneliness of grief, made 
lonelier by these times we’re living through.  
 
Christians dare to believe that the Monarch of Heaven, the Creator of the Universe, 
chose to surrender all power and privilege to sit with each one of us in solidarity with 
our loneliness and grief. Through Jesus, we believe our God understands from 
personal experience what it is to be human; what it is to live and to love and to lose. 
To know this is enough for me. In the losses I’ve experienced, I’ve taken so much 
comfort in that knowledge, in the knowing that I am fully known; in the knowing that 
I am never alone. 
 
That same God was there in that lonely choir stall that day, invisibly holding a woman 
called Elizabeth as she grieved her goodbyes. That same God is with you today 
wherever and however you are. 

 
Alan 

 

 
Sunday Services at St Mary’s 
Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday  

Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop) 
All Age Service & Young Church (currently suspended) 

 



                                       
Annual Parochial Church Meeting for St Mary’s 

Tuesday 25th May at 8.00pm via Zoom 
To receive the relevant reports and the Zoom connection details  

please contact Robin Bishop at robinbishop@gmail.com 

 

  
                                               ******************************** 

 

             Rev Wendy Sellers 
 
We are delighted (and just a little bit sad!) to announce that our curate Rev Wendy 
Sellers has been appointed vicar of St Leonard’s, Sandridge. 
 
Wendy will be licensed to her new parish on Monday 19th July 2021. Please hold 
Wendy, Dale and their family in your prayers as they prepare to begin this exciting 
new chapter of their lives and ministry.  
 
Wendy’s last service with us will be Sunday 13th June.  
 
This just a first heads up on this exciting appointment for Wendy and we will 
communicate more on this in due course. 

 



                 The Return of Services at St Mary’s  
 
On Sunday 11th April, Rev Wendy Sellers led a lovely service at St Mary’s as we 

returned to our church building. Over 30 in the congregation enjoyed the occasion 

with the church still beautifully decorated with the Easter flowers. The churchyard 

looked beautiful and special thanks go to David Gorton and his team of volunteers 

who do such great work every month 

In addition we are developing a specific area for children and families that we hope 

will be more relaxed and inviting. More details will follow in due course 

      

        Churchyard looked beautiful                 Rev Wendy preaching to the congregation 

                       

         Beautiful flowers in church                                 Family area being developed 



                                  Easter at St Mary’s 

As services in the church building were forbidden over Easter, the Easter crosses 

were outside in the churchyard for Holy Week. The display was adapted as we went 

through the Holy Week 

                                                                  

         Easter crosses in front of church                         Maundy Thursday   

             

 

               

                       Good Friday                                              Easter Sunday 



                                                 

                         Easter at St Mary’s – Dawn Eucharist 

The only service at Easter (other than Zoom) was the Dawn Eucharist held in St 
Mary’s churchyard. Over 50 people from both churches attended at 6 am on Easter 
Sunday for this traditional service 

        
     Rev Bill Church lights the fire and Rev Alan conducts this most beautiful service 
 
 

       Organ Music at St Mary’s 

 
We recently returned to worship in our beautiful church building and I’m happy to be 
back playing the organ for services both before and after and maybe the odd hymn. 
 
If there is any music that you would like to hear me play in the service, then please let 
me know. If I don’t know it, I will endeavour to learn it!  
I look forward to seeing you soon!  
Paul Attridge  - 07768 629748 or email on paulattridge@hotmail.com  

mailto:paulattridge@hotmail.com


                                                                          
                                               
                                             Zoom Services 

While services at St Mary’s have re commenced in church there are still 
 Zoom services available for your worship 

 
Please contact the church office if you'd like to be added to our mailing list and receive 
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact 
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list 
 
Every Wednesday                                                   Every Sunday 
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm                      Sunday Service 10.30am 

                                                                                Compline 7.00pm 
 

Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday 
morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website  

www.hertingfordburystmary.org 
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                                    A view from the Choir Stalls 
 
So, music was back in church on 11th April. Admittedly, vocally it was just one rather 
out of practice, fragile and ageing bass voice (sorry about that but time is remorseless 
on my voice) but at least we had the usual good organ playing. 
 
One voice is all we are allowed at the moment, which is frustrating both for the choir 
and the congregation. There is no clear plan for when we shall even be able to have 
the spaced choir to lead, let alone the normal close quarters choir and the 
congregation singing as well. We in the choir are really looking forward to singing 
again but we are also looking forward to hearing the congregation once more. Yes 
really. You are of course all practising at home, in kitchens and bathrooms and when 
in the car. We are expecting to hear this resonant swell of sound as soon as you get 
the chance, even from those who deny that they can sing whenever they see me 
approaching. You know who you are. 
 
This long period without much music has given us room to think. It may be that we 
see things which could be added to what we do which would enrich the church 
experience, so there may be new things in our musical practice. It will be interesting 
but not alarming. Somewhere here there should be my frequent appeal for more 
singers. There used to be a frequent but rather predictable joke that clergymen (as it 
then was) never spoke without asking for money. It will have become apparent that 
the organisers of singing in small churches are always seeking more singers. But the 
facts are clear. The more singers we have the more we can do, of whatever kind. 
Perhaps people would give thought to joining us as singing opens up again. 
Meanwhile we do our best as circumstances allow and look forward to music and 
singing returning. – John Roberts, Choirmaster at St Mary’s 

                                  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Report 
 

It is great to be back in school after the Easter break and the children 

are already taking advantage of the sunshine and are enjoying their break 

times on the school field. 

 

 

 

Before the Easter break, the school took 

part in the National Day of Reflection 

marking the one-year anniversary of the first 

lockdown.  Every child and member of staff 

at school planted a daffodil to make a golden 

heart.  We wanted to give that message of 

new beginnings and better times to come.  

We look forward to our golden heart 

blooming into full colour every springtime. 

 

 

 

 

 

In April, we are focusing on the Christian value of 

‘Compassion’.  We have spent time talking with the children 

about putting ourselves into the shoes of others and how we 

can show kindness and empathy to others in our thoughts, 

words and actions, following in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 

‘Clothe yourself with compassion …’ 
                                                                                     (Colossians 3:12) 

 

 

 



                              

 

Belonging 

In class, Year 2 have been thinking about what it means to belong. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art in Year 6 

Year 6 have been using acrylic paints on canvas to paint a lily 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belonging to my church makes me feel happy 

because I get to learn about Jesus. I feel 

joyful when I’m playing with my friends 

because they are funny. Belonging to my 

family makes me feel loved and safe. (Freya) 

 



                                                        
 

                                   St. Mary’s Churchyard Regulations  
 

We are very conscious that this is a sensitive area – and we are most grateful for the 
care shown by many people tending graves and memorial plaques – but as 
Churchwardens we are required to ensure that the regulations laid down by the 
diocese relating to the churchyard are adhered to. The rules relating to churchyards 
are very stringent compared to those applying to local authority cemeteries. The full 
regulations are displayed on one of the noticeboards inside the South Door porch. 
Whilst we should be reluctant to do so, we will, if necessary, remove items. We 
would always be happy to explain our reason for doing so. Please do speak with us if 
you would like advice about what is permitted. Thank you. David & Robin 
 

Just a reminder that Easter tributes should be removed by 
Ascension Day (Thursday 13th May) at the latest 

 
                                    ********************************** 

   
 

                                                                                                 

              Church Flower Rota for May                             
2nd – Irene Jack 

9th – Jean Skinner 

16th – Sharron Maxwell & Penny Duce 

23rd – Sue Parsell 

30th – Alison Robinson 

 
We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the 

flower team give each week to make the church look so beautiful 



Remembering Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
 

On the Saturday after the passing of Prince Philip, the church bells at St Mary’s were 
rung 99 times to remember him and acknowledge his extraordinary service to our 
country 
In the church porch there was a picture of the Duke with a candle and some prayer 
cards for people to take and pay their respects. The flag was also flown at half mast 
for the period of mourning 
 

                
                   Flag at half mast                                         Tribute to the Duke 

 

 
St Mary’s church with the flag at half mast from Panshanger Park – by Allan Burrows 



                                                  
                                                       

                                                    WhatsApp Groups  
 
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact 
David Gorton on 07544 702241 
 
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but 
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more 
information please contact Jamie Shawyer       

 

                 Defibrillator        

Please note a BHF Defibrillator is housed in a cabinet mounted 
on the outside wall of the parish room (The Brace Room) 

                         at St Mary's Church, St Mary’s Lane, Hertingfordbury 
 
 

 

                                                

                             Future of Your Parish News - Reminder 
Again just a reminder that as we continue with a predominantly digital magazine, we 
would appeal to anyone in the community who cannot access one and who would 
like a hard copy or knows of a neighbour that would like a hard copy, to contact us. 
We would then arrange to deliver a copy to their address. In this case please e mail 
me at kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk 

 

We understand that this is a community magazine and are extremely grateful for your 

support and contributions.      Philip Juniper – Editor 



             

                                                 

 
www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

The new St Mary's website looks fantastic! Please take a look. Now includes 

• Recordings of the Sunday morning service Reading, Sermon & Prayers 

• Latest Parish News in digital format in full colour 

This website will now be a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on 
the church and St Mary’s position as a result of the challenges we face with the 
Coronavirus outbreak. If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via 
e mail raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk 
                                                                                          

 

                                                      ******************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Normally we would meet 
on the last Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere at the Spotlight in Broxbourne.  We would meet for coffee at 10am, followed 
by the lecture at 10.30.  Visitors are very welcome. However due to Covid this is all on hold. 

 
Monthly lectures are currently being streamed by Zoom  

 
If you would like more information please go to our website       

www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk 
Registered Charity no 281752                          Member Society of The Arts Society 

mailto:raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk/


                                              

                          B. Green Store - Your Village Shop 
 

Please follow us on social media 
Instagram @bgreenstore - Facebook @hellobgreenstore 

 

 
British Asparagus is back! 

 
For information on weekly happenings and opening hours visit the website 

www.bgreenstore.co.uk                                

 
 

                                        
 

                                Hertingfordbury Parochial Magazine 1878     
Above is an 1878 penny coin that would have bought you the May 1878 
Hertingfordbury Parochial Magazine. Today that coin is worth around £300. See an 
extract from this edition on the next page 

 



An Extract from The Hertingfordbury Parochial Magazine 
May 1878 

 

     



 

               

 
Chairman – Paul Rochford 
Vice Chairman – Haidy Blake 
Councillors – Magda Atkins, Lizzer Bradbury, Jim Coppard, Niki Gordon, Roger Morris, 
Gary O’Leary, Ruth McDonald 
 
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald 
County Councillor – Ken Crofton 
District Councillor – Linda Haysey 
 
Clerk: Emma Jackson, Clerk to Hertingfordbury Parish Council 
parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 

For all the latest information regarding the Parish Council, who we are, when we 
meet, latest planning applications and much more, please go to: 
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk  

To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting  
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261  
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/ 
 
Fix My Street app: Is a very handy application which can be downloaded on your 
mobile to enable reporting faults whilst on the go! 
 

His Royal Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh 

It was with great sadness that Hertingfordbury Parish Council learned of the death of 
HRH Duke of Edinburgh 

For the duration of the current emergency we are not able to open a physical book of 
condolence, however there is an online book of remembrance which can be accessed 
via the link : https://lord-lieutenant-herts.org.uk/remembrance-2/ 

 
Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Will be held on Wednesday 5th May at 7pm. This is the annual meeting of the 
Hertingfordbury Parish Council and will be held by Zoom videoconferencing 
 
 

 

https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://lord-lieutenant-herts.org.uk/remembrance-2/
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/


                              

1st Birch Green Brownies 

 
Do you have a couple of hours spare on a Monday night? 

Our Brownie Pack is celebrating 60 years in the village but to continue we 

need a new leader for September when we plan to start meeting face to 

face at the school again. 

 

Snowy Owl moved to Bedfordshire 4 years ago and has been travelling in 

each week, but will be stepping down at the end of the Summer Term 

although will still help out with admin, accounts etc virtually.   Brown Owl 

Jess and Badger Fionnuala will need another adult as a helper or even better 

to become a qualified leader. 

 

You need to be over 18 and want to make a difference to the girls aged 7 

to 11 and especially enjoy having fun.   We are currently meeting on Zoom 

and if you are interested please get in touch and you can visit us and 

experience how rewarding and enjoyable being a Brownie Leader is. 

 

Please let’s make sure that Brownies keep going for another 60 years!!! 

 

                                       
This is one of the entries in our competition for a commemorative badge. 

 
The Owls 

Contact www.girlguiding.orguk/interested  to register your daughter (or yourself as a 

volunteer) for the first time in Girlguiding 

 or for more information e mail birchgreenbrownies@aol.com  

http://www.girlguiding.orguk/interested
mailto:birchgreenbrownies@aol.com


                Street Pastor Update 2021 

 
Like everyone else we welcome the gradual easing of the lockdown over the coming 
months In late March there was a meeting of the “Hertford at Night” council group 
chaired by the Mayor, which discussed the logistics of how rapidly Hertford can break 
free of the lockdown. Street Pastors had a seat at the table and were able to support 
the activities of the Hertford at Night group. There is a huge need for a Christian 
presence on our streets and churches in the town are praying how best to respond to 
that need.    
Street Pastors provisionally planned to return to the streets at the end of April as part 
of the “Church beyond the walls” initiative.  We ask for your ongoing prayers despite 
the falling death rate and the increased vaccination rate.  Most Street Pastors will 
have had one vaccination, some two; but we still need to practice social distancing 
and wear masks to minimise any risks – and we always need God’s help and support.  
People in the community need to able to talk about their problems as they seek help 
and support to address their ongoing needs.  
The last year has been a period of prayer and reflection.  Although we continue to 
believe that there is a need for our presence in the “wee small hours”, when no one 
else is there; it is also clear that there is an increasing need for a presence on the 
streets during the late evening, i.e. 9-11pm.  We wonder how many potential 
volunteers are put off by the fact that we patrol till 4:00am. With that in mind, could I 
ask those people that are supportive of the idea of Street Pastors, but maybe feel 
there aren’t enough hours in the day, that you might be interested in joining us to 
patrol just in the late evening, i.e. 9-11pm?  These volunteers would be fully trained, 
wear the same uniforms and receive the same prayer support that we all get; but 
would only be required to patrol once a month for two hours in the late evening?  We 
are planning Street Pastor training during May and if you are interested I would be 
keen to hear from you. 
How old is too old?  This is another question we are regularly asked. The oldest Street 
Pastor I am aware of is 95, in Essex, who recently retired and is now a Prayer Pastor!  
We have two at 76 and an 82 year old who used to be a Street Pastor who wants to 
return to the fold because she loves meeting people and helping them! As long as 
you are reasonably fit, you are not too old.  Is it dangerous on the streets?  We 
provide specific training in this area, and as one of our 76 year olds said to me 
recently, “I never feel afraid on the streets because I know that God is walking beside 
me”. We’d love to hear from you 
 
David Elder, Chair, Hertford & Ware Street Pastors 
01992 302541; davidelder2110@gmail.com 

mailto:davidelder2110@gmail.com


                           

                                      Summer Term 
 

Year 6 began their art project on birds on the first day of the summer term.  The fine 
weather allowed them to spend the lesson in the woods using suitable resources to 
build nests to survive all weathers. 
 
 
 

                   
 

 
 

Open Morning Thursday 20th May 
For ages 3 – 11  

Book a Tour from 9.15am 01992 513810  
or email admissions@stjosephsinthepark.co.uk 

 

 



     Church Cleaners         
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning 

rota. 

It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful 

church to always look its best 

If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560 

 
 

 
 

          Churchyard Volunteers Needed      
Volunteers required for grass cutting 

Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon 
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh! 

Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help 
 
 
 
 
                                            

        Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s   

 
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are 
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.  
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day. 
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need 
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.  
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the 
Churchwardens.  Thank you for considering this 
 



 

 
 
  

                                
 

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD 
 Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach - Workshops                

                            

Courtyard will soon be open for in-person classes and we have a small amount of 
availability remaining for the upcoming 5-week term. Please see our website for more 
information. 
 
Children's classes resumed on the 24th of April. Adult's classes will resume from the 
17th of May. In the meantime, we also have the following online sessions available... 
 
Drawing Group with Julie Arnall - Fridays 
Online Acrylic Painting - Tuesdays 
Online Mixed Media - Tuesdays 
Online introduction to drawing - Thursday evenings 
 

www.courtyardarts.org.uk 
 

http://www.courtyardarts.org.uk/


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                    

 

ROY FRITH 
Specialising in  

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs 
 

Free estimates - ALL MAKES 

Spares available for most makes 

Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at 

13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX 
 

 
 

 

Acorn Pest Control 
Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control 

LOCAL MAN 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
07710 494186 

Charges as council – quicker response! 

Herts Computer Services 
Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
• PC health checks & virus removal  

• Broadband internet issues 

• Data recovery 

• Laptop repairs such as screen replacement 

• PC hardware repairs & installations 

• Wireless networking 

• Website &  internet address setup 

• Microsoft server installations & small 

business support 

 

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 

Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

     

 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES 

 

Carpentry, tiling, general 

maintenance 

 
The best about – the cheapest around 

        What more could you ask for? 

 

CALL RAY on 01438 214178 

Mobile:   07837 487922 

 

 
 

        
          David Raymond 

 
Locksmith – General 

Maintenance 
 

01707 651617 / 07831 383057 
 

Local & Flexible 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com


 

  
 

 
 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

John Spinks 

Painter & Decorator 
Over 40 yrs in the Trade 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER 

TEL: 01707 266118 
 

Jenny Junior Interiors 
Full Interior Design 

& Installation Service 
 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms 

Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting 

Furniture and upholstery 

Designer fabrics and wallpaper 

Curtains, poles, blinds 
 

A friendly and professional service 

Consultation in your own home 
 

Tel: 01707 276 343 

Mob: 07947 711 597 
 

www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty 

|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN 
 

 

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS 
BOA & GOsC Registered 

 

Back & Neck problems?    Other troublesome aches & pains? 
 

Friendly, Effective & Local 
                                          Call Alastair on 07917 101851 

www.hertfordosteopaths.com 

 

 

 

 

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg) 
PLUMBING 
KITCHENS 

BATHROOMS 
 

Chris Tinworth 
 

01707 251302 
07973 561298 

http://www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk/
mailto:jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

RRTrees 
INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST  

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK 

o Tree Surgery 
o Hedge Cutting 
o Stump Removal 
o Seasoned Logs 

Free quotation or enquiry?  
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee        

07792 129669 or e mail 
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk 

 

Sarah Lamb Jewellery 
        01992 589218   07714660492 

 

Will rethread pearl and bead 

necklaces 

Commissions and other jewellery 

repairs                 

 

www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

 

 

 

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611 
 

ALSO AT 

Watton Road                                                                               79 Burford Street 

Ware                                                                                                       Hoddesdon 

01920 463 260                                                                                     01992 470153 
 

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE 
 

Manager Richard Salthouse 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870 

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 
 



 
 

 

 



                          


