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                 A Little Plan 
 
From taking a photograph to telling a joke, timing is everything.  
 
The ancient Greeks had two words for time; ‘chronos’ (which means sequential or 
chronological time) and ‘kairos’; that critical or opportune moment; the right time. 
We’ve all experienced those kairos moments in our lives; moments of perfect timing; 
moments where it feels like the planets align. Perhaps a chance encounter, an 
unexpected phone-call, an opportunity which presents itself; moments that were 
‘meant to be’.  
 
In the New Testament, ‘kairos’ is used to speak of the time appointed by God. 
Throughout my own life, I’ve known moments where I’ve felt things come together in 
an extraordinary way, when I’ve found myself within what I can only describe as the 
flow of life. Sometimes a well-known verse of scripture or the lyrics of a song or a 
quote from a film have come with perfect timing to speak to me in a new and 
profound way.  
 
This timing, this connection, this instinct, this flow, is I believe the work of God’s Spirit 
speaking to our souls in many and unexpected ways.  Just this week for instance, a 
chance Instagram post from the author and journalist Matt Haig spoke profoundly.  
Usually, I scroll past Instagram soundbites but for some reason I paused to read this 
particular quote, possibly because it made no huge claims for itself. From his latest 
handbook for life, ‘The Comfort Book’, the extract was simply titled ‘A Little Plan’. 
‘Be curious’ he writes. ‘Go outside. Get to bed on time. Hydrate. Breathe from the 
diaphragm. Eat happy. Get a routine baggy enough to live in. Be kind. Accept that not 
everyone will like you. Appreciate those who do. Don’t be defined. Allow f*ck-ups. 
Want what you already have. Learn to say no to things that get in the way of life. And 
to say yes to the things that help you live’  
 
For whatever reason, I needed to hear those particular words. Another time, they 
could have meant little or nothing, but in that kairos moment, they were exactly what 
I needed. Over the last few days, I’ve read them often, and each time, something new 
seems to speak life to me. These particular Little Plans made a big difference because 
these little plans helped me refocus; helped me see… differently.  
 



A good spiritual practice is to make moments in each day to pause; to clear the diary, 
switch off the phone, take a few deeper breathes and just sit with the silence or some 
words like these. Be open to what that moment has for you. Maybe then we might 
discover that these kairos moments come more often than we think. Sometimes, all 
they need is a little time and a little attention.  
 

Alan 
 

Registers 
 

Baptism – welcomed into the family of the church 
11th July – Evelyn Hawkins 
 

Wedding 
25th July – Marie-Claire Riddle & Liam Jones 
30th July – Alexandra Porter & Tim Bradshaw 

 

     Alison Church (8.12.1943 – 8.6.2021)  
A tribute by her husband Rev Bill Church 
Let’s just forget the last few years. Let’s remember Alison as she was for most of her 77 
years – An intelligent, independent and inventive woman; a steadfast companion in 
marriage; a devoted mother and grandmother; a good friend. 
She was born in Melbourne where her father John was the Minister of the Presbyterian 
Church. They lived near enough to the city zoo for Alison to hear the lions roaring at night. 
She had a lively time with her three brothers, Rod, David and Leigh and their home was 
often also a shelter for alcoholics, unmarried mothers and others in distress. 
Most school holidays she spent on her grandfather’s farm in north-eastern Victoria where 
there were rivers to swim in, sheep, snakes and outdoor dunnees. She loved it there. When 
Alison was 11 they moved to Adelaide as her father became Commissioner of the 
Presbyterian Church in South Australia. 
Alison went to the Presbyterian Girls’ College where she proved an outstanding student, 
and then to study history at Adelaide University. After graduation with an Honours degree, 
she taught in a girls’ boarding school in Victoria before doing a Master’s degree at the 
Australian National University in Canberra. Her thesis was on the Molesworth Committee 
which strongly criticised the system of transporting convicts to New South Wales. 
 



  Then back to Adelaide University to do a computerised demographic study of 
convicts transported to Australia. The most detailed information about such convicts was in 
the records of the Gloucestershire Quarter Sessions and so in 1968 Alison, who had never 
before left Australia, headed off to the other side of the world. She was fifth generation 
Australian and had no known relatives in England. She managed to rent a house near 
Gloucester and worked in the Gloucester Record Office, just a few metres from my office in 
Shire Hall.  
I noticed this strikingly good looking young woman, found out who she was and introduced 
myself in the canteen. Alison thought I was rude rather than gallant but heard me out. We 
met in July 1969; became engaged that August; and were married in October in my parents’ 
parish church. That day, I won first prize in the lottery of life. This also coincided with my 
job move to Ipswich and as Alison’s research came to an end, we moved to Bramford, a 
friendly but not picture postcard village. Our three children were born and Alison did 
everything to give them an upbringing which was loving and healthy and full of interest.  
In 1979 we moved again with my job to Hertford and joined St Andrew’s church. In Hertford 
she taught supply at Broxbourne School and a wide range of primaries. When she felt she 
could have a full-time job she trained as a Librarian at North London University and in 1994 
she began working in the library of Central St Martins School of Art and Design in the 
Charing Cross Road, an entirely new world to her. She loved it, she enjoyed commuting, she 
liked the students and got on well with nearly all the staff. She was sad when the 
compulsory retirement age meant she left in 2009. 
I said she was steadfast. She put up with me for 52 years, my eccentricities and my hobbies, 
one of which was fairly serious walking. Early on we climbed Snowdon, then a bicycle 
camping holiday with 2 children in Denmark and Sweden, bits of the SW Coast path, the 
notorious E4 coast path in Crete and mountain trekking in the Carpathians. I cannot say she 
never complained but she never gave up. 
I said she was devoted. Doing the best for children meant doing it or making it herself, 
spending time and guiding them.  
I said she was a good friend. She had the gift of making and keeping friends from scratch. 
She seldom thought about herself and was happy helping others. In Suffolk she was part of 
a prisoners’ wives group; in Hertford a reading mum at Morgans Walk, a Parentline helper 
and a Street Pastor. 
She was formally diagnosed to have Alzheimer’s in 2011 but it was really only in the last 
two years that she seriously lost capacity. Family, friends and church helped enormously 
and on the professional side, Wendy Ward of Hertfordshire NHS, Marina who came to be 
with Alison on Mondays and Dolly who did so much round the house –all made things more 
bearable. 
Alison was not afraid of death and it came to her quietly at home and in her sleep. 
For that I am thankful, but I shall miss her more than I can say. 
Bill 

 



 

 

                        All Age Services Return                           
A monthly, shorter, child-friendly, interactive communion service with 

songs, prayers and some new surprises - 11 July, 8 August,  
12 September, 10 October (Harvest), 7 November, 12 December 

 & Christmas Day 

 

 
Sunday Services at St Mary’s 
Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday  

Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop) 
All Age Service & Young Church 9.15am on 2nd Sunday of the month 

 

   

                  

Searching for Faith?      
A short online informal discussion course exploring the Christian faith. An opportunity 
to think through these and other questions that are important to you.  
‘Is there more to life than this?’ ‘Who was Jesus and why did he die?’  
‘Why pray?’ ‘How do I read the Bible?’  
Contact Alan is you’re interested h.alanstewart1@gmail.com 01992 582726 

Mondays at 8pm on 20 and 27 September & 4, 11 and 18 October 

mailto:h.alanstewart1@gmail.com


 



          Rev Wendy Sellers 
 
                   Wendy’s last Sermon at St Mary’s on 6th June 

 
It is nearly time for us to say our goodbyes, and so it seemed to me that a thank you 
letter is in order in an attempt to show how much I appreciate all that you have done 
for me and all that you are: 
 
Dear St Mary’s  
Can I start by thanking you for your welcome? It was this church which I visited first 
before I was your curate. An advantage of getting the 9.15 Sunday slot is that we got 
to meet one another before St Andrews did.  
In May 2018, after my curacy was publicly announced, Dale and I came to a service 
and I’m sure you speculated about me just as I wondered about you. Neither of us 
should have worried, for we were swiftly to discover that we were a great match and 
destined to be friends.  
Then the weekend after my ordination as deacon was the arts weekend. My first 
official duty was therefore here on the Friday evening as I lurked around self-
consciously in my dog collar, discovering that it is not the most comfortable thing to 
wear in the heat. Many of us will have met properly for the first time that weekend, 
and I knew that I would grow to love you. Your greatest strength as missionaries is 
that warmth and welcome, don’t ever lose it. 
I came to you very unsure of myself. I think all new minsters suffer from imposter 
syndrome. Probably many long-serving ones do too. It seemed so unlikely that I 
would be honoured with such a role, no matter how many times that calling to 
priesthood was affirmed.  
And then there were Alan and Bill. They both seemed to know exactly what they 
were doing and did it so effortlessly. I have learnt much from them - including the 
fact that the impression that they ‘always know what they are doing and do so 
effortlessly’ is actually an illusion. The day you think you are the perfect minister is 
the day you need to go on retreat and have a good chat with God. But you gave me 
the confidence I needed, for I never felt judged or compared to anyone else. 
The welcome I received on those first visits has continued to this day. I never enter 
this building without feeling truly welcome - whether it’s for a service with you all 
here or just on my own. This is a very special space to be in and pray in. Sometimes I  



Wendy Sellers 
come here on my way somewhere and say morning prayer. It feels like worship, and I 
never feel alone here. God is, of course, everywhere. But in this building his presence 
is far less elusive than it can be elsewhere. And the prayers of centuries are soaked 
into the walls, so that our words become unnecessary. I hope I find that sense of God 
and prayerfulness in my new church building – which is of course not new at all but 
ancient. 
This church building is, to me, exceptionally beautiful and it is exceptionally well 
cared for by you and also by members of the community. It is a building that feels like 
home to many who come here regularly or just occasionally. It could feel cold and 
austere but its simplicity is its beauty. St Mary’s, like it’s people, doesn’t need or 
require a fuss. 
You have also taught me much about how to minister to a village community. My 
new church, like this one, lies in the village just outside of a large town, but the village 
has an identity of its own. So, I need to become part of it. My new role is to help lead 
and build up that church community but also to represent the church outside the 
building. I will walk my dog with us both wearing our dog collars. I will need to 
frequent the three pubs and the tea shop. It’s a tough job being a vicar.  
What I will miss most is, of course, you - the people I have met here. You have carried 
me through some difficult times especially with my visual problems and my stroke. 
You have made me feel valued. You have made me laugh. You have never treated me 
as less than Alan and Bill, in-spite of my newness to ordained ministry. You have 
never minded when I made mistakes and you have endured patiently my battles with 
microphones and robes. For all this I thank you. 
And now some solemn words - I’m not quite sure where in the Bible you will find 
them, perhaps it’s Proverbs, but they will be familiar I’m sure. 
 
They say that breaking up is 
Hard to do 
Now I know, know that it’s true. 
Don’t say that this is the end 
Instead of breaking up I wish that we were making up again. 
 
I do wish that I could have these three years again. I have loved being your curate and 
will carry with me many happy memories and lessons learned. While I have learned 
things which I didn’t expect to learn because of the pandemic, I’ve also missed out on 
experiences and time spent with you all, and that makes me sad. Time spent on-line 
cannot replace time spent in person. And this place will always hold a special place in 
my heart as the church in which I married my son Richard and daughter in law Lizzie.  
 
 



Wendy Sellers 
I hope that I will carry you into my new life. I’m not far away, and you are always 
welcome to visit St Leonard’s or the vicarage. There’s lots of walks and of course 
there’s those pubs too. I also hope to come back and see you. Indeed, I’m yet to 
enjoy the famous parish breakfast so that’s still on the calendar. 
 As I set off in faith into my new adventure, I know I can rely on your good wishes and 
your prayers. And I wish you well for the future and will continue to pray for you. 
 I will miss you, and that is only right and proper. I will miss you because you are very 
special: individually and as a group. 
 
Some final solemn words:  Down doobeedo down down. Breaking up is hard to do. 
 
God bless you all. Much love, Wendy 

 

                     
 

Wendy having delivered her last sermon leads the singing of the last hymn outside  
Also the joy of having the west doors of the church open 

 

Wendy footnote 
Sadly, due to family circumstances, Wendy wasn’t able to be with us for her final service 
or farewell socials in June. We hope to reschedule these for a combined church thank you 
and farewell later in the summer. Wendy has been the most extraordinary gift to our 
congregations over these past three years and I know that I speak for us all in saying a 
huge thank you to God and to her for such a wonderful, wise, creative and caring ministry 
among us. We look forward to seeing Wendy in the not-to-distant future and raising a 
glass in her honour. Rev Alan 



 

                                                                          
                                              Zoom Services 

While services at St Mary’s have re commenced in church there are still 
 Zoom services available for your worship 

 
Please contact the church office if you'd like to be added to our mailing list and receive 
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact 
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list 
 
Every Wednesday                                                   Every Sunday 
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm                      Service of the Word 10.30am 

(except 11,18, 25 August)                                  (3rd Sunday will offer Communion) 
                                                                                Compline 7.00pm 

 
Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday 

morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website  
www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

 
“Zoom On”     
As mentioned last week we are continuing with Zoom worship on Sunday morning as 
long as there is a reasonable level of participation. However there will no longer be a 
weekly communion but a Service of the Word, with praise, prayer and teaching led by 
a Lay Reader or Lay Leader of Worship.  
The exception is the third Sunday of the month which will continue as a 
Communion service       
We look forward to to welcoming you to continued worship and fellowship on line 

                                             
                       Cream Tea at St Mary’s – Saturday 11th October 
 

Cream teas will be served from the church on Saturday 11th October to coincide with Beds 
& Herts Historic Churches Trust sponsored Bike ‘n Hike. There is always a warm welcome 
and you can discuss whether the jam or cream goes on first. If you would like to be involved 
please contact Jean Skinner 07442 172766 jeanskinner.sew@googlemail.com                                      

javascript:void(0);
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoom_Video_Communications


                                            
Annual Parochial Church Meeting for St Mary’s 

Tuesday 25th May via Zoom 

Rev Alan Stewart’s Report 
 
As we begin to emerge into this new landscape, post-Lockdown, this is the perfect time to 
reflect on where we’ve been, on what we’ve learnt, on where the world is now and in 
response, what kind of church God is calling us to be.  
So, let’s start with a question. Do we want our church to grow? To grow spiritually and 
numerically; to grow more diverse both in age and social background?  
If the answer is yes, then a second question. Are we willing to make any necessary changes 
in order to see such growth, because that really is where the rubber hits the road? 
This is a unique moment I believe, in which to build a church not of nostalgia, but of 
imagination; a church that doesn’t retreat into its past, but embraces the future. And that 
will inevitably mean times of insecurity, because our identities are so often wrapped up in 
the status quo and well, because change is difficult.  
Historically of course, the church has constantly had to evolve and adapt in order to survive 
and grow; in order to remain relevant and be effective channels of God’s grace.  
It’s important however that we go slowly and prayerfully, bringing with us all that is of 
lasting value and leaving behind all that is no longer for now.  
So, what is it then that we’ve learnt through this strange period called Lockdown?  
Well, most obviously we’ve learnt the value of technology in keeping us connected. We 
continue to be indebted to the wonderful Zoom team who have sustained our worship 
electronically, and taken us to new levels of professionalism and creativity. Zoom has 
enriched our worship and as we’ve returned to our buildings, allowed preachers that 
miracle of being in two places at once! Even with a return to buildings, Zoom has continued 
to be a lifeline for those housebound or shielding; those who’ve joined us from far afield 
and those who just prefer it!  
We’ve learnt that some meetings work better on Zoom like PCC, perhaps APCMs!. We’ve 
certainly been able to reach a wider audience online and we are therefore dedicated to 
continuing with Zoom weekly Sunday morning services, with Compline and with Meditation 
and Mindfulness. With the loss of Wendy, we have started planning for services where it’s 
not necessary for a priest always to be in attendance. As the Diocese have also begun to 
tighten regulations about the eucharist online, we are planning from the 20th June for our  
Sunday morning Zoom services to be non-communion; non-eucharistic.  We plan to include 
liturgy and explore ways of making more use of music and visual imagery, and different, 
creative forms of teaching. We see Zoom worship as a long-term platform for outreach and  
                                                                        



                                                                          
growth in and beyond our community, and as a wonderful opportunity to encourage the 
gifts of more people.  
Over this time, we’ve learnt the value of bringing church outdoors. Over Christmas it was 
wonderful to welcome a wide range of people to sing carols in St Mary’s churchyard, and at 
Easter to welcome the resurrection at dawn (complete with dawn chorus!) In recent weeks, 
weather permitting, both churches have been able to sing outside  
At Christmas we were able to transform the Brace room here at St Mary’s into a Nativity 
diorama designed to be viewed from outside, and were also able to incorporate that into a 
Christmas Journey Day for the children from Hertingfordbury Cowper. Over Holy Week, we 
also had an Easter garden for the first time.  
At the end of Lockdown 2, Tracy and her team were able to pioneer Woodland Worship at 
the Forest School area at St Joseph in the Park School. It’s an all-weather opportunity to 
gather in the outdoors and learn from the natural world. Plans are afoot to restart this 
across the two congregations, so watch this space.  
Over this time, we’ve learnt the value of things we previously took for granted; not least 
the joy of singing, and we are hopeful that the full choir and congregational singing will 
return soon. Although some of us have enjoyed singing along at the top of our voice solo on 
Zoom (!), there is something so powerful and moving about singing with others. I’d like on 
your behalf to say a huge thank you to the choir, and to John Roberts and Paul for their 
leadership. A special thank you here to Paul for his WhatsApp recitals which have been 
valued by so many.  
Certainly, we’ve learnt the value of communication. And here, huge thanks go to Robin for 
the email communication, David for overseeing WhatsApp and for Rachel for updating our 
website. Thanks also of course go to Philip Juniper for his expert editing of the parish 
magazine now in hard copy and online. 
Over this time, we’ve learnt in a deeper way the value of human kindness. It was lovely 
earlier in the year to deliver goody bags to all the staff at both our church schools, and 
weekly cakes to our undertakers. Our thanks go to the Pastoral Team, and in particular our 
Pastoral assistants Kay Juniper and Helen Bishop who along with other members of the 
team and congregation have kept in touch with a huge number of people, offered prayer  
and practical support and more recently been able to resume taking home communion to 
the house-bound.    
We’ve learnt the value of encouraging new voices and new gifts, not least in the wide 
range of people who have contributed so brilliantly to Thought For The Day.  
So, having seen the value of so much, where do we go from here? To what do we believe is 
Spirit is calling us?  
On 13th Feb our PCC met online to reflect on that very question and do some blue-sky 
thinking. Out of that time we decided to create a children’s area in church to give our 
younger members a place to play and call their own. Several of our young parents are 
currently part of a working party across the two parishes exploring our ministry to young 
families.   



                                                                      
It’s so important to say that although this particular focus is on our younger generation we 
value ever member of this congregation. And if you feel that there are blindspots or areas 
of our congregational life that have been overlooked, please do talk to me. Equally if you 
feel there are questions we should be asking ourselves that we’re not, please let me know.  
We also decided that when regulations allow that we will have coffee after all our services 
giving folk the opportunity for much needed human contact and catch-up.  
Across both parishes we also have a working group looking at how we reach new people. As 
I’ve mentioned there is a huge new housing development in progress in the St Andrew’s 
patch who we believe will also look towards St Mary’s and Hertingfordbury Cowper.  We’re 
working on a Welcome to Neighbourhood pack. We also want to find out what’s important 
to people so we’re also preparing some cards to ask our neighbours and friends ‘what 
matter to you’. From those responses, we will perhaps know to scratch where the itch is.  
Tracy and myself have continued to offer weekly Collective Worship (or assemblies as some 
will know them) via Zoom to Hertingfordbury Cowper, St Joseph’s and St Andrew’s. We’ve 
also been able to do some outdoor festival services.   
I’m also excited to share with you our plans around Harvest this year which is the second 
weekend of October. There will be an exhibition at St Mary’s of photos of the pets and 
animals whose company has helped sustain us during Lockdown, ending on the Sunday 
after Harvest with an afternoon service of celebration of the role of our pets during 
Lockdown. We’d love you to contribute to both where you can. More details soon.  
It is with a real mix of feelings that after three years we are preparing to say goodbye to 
Wendy. Our loss however is very much St Leonard’s gain. There will be opportunities to say 
our thankyous and goodbyes but I wanted to take this opportunity on behalf of you all to 
say just how much we’ve all valued Wendy’s ministry, energy, wisdom, humour and 
creativity which have brought so much to the life of both parishes, not least in Lockdown 
where Wendy was instrumental in instigating so much of what sustained us especially over 
Christmas and Easter.  
I am delighted to say that Wendy has offered to come back to help out with the occasional 
service when needed.  
I want to say a huge thank you for all the support you’ve given the ministry team, and 
myself and my family personally over the last year not least when I had a spell in hospital. I 
also want to thank those who have shown understanding at the various decisions we’ve 
had to take. Not everyone has agreed but I want you to know that each decision was taken 
prayerfully and in consultation, holding together the life of two very different churches and 
trying to balance the needs of the current congregations while reaching out to the 
congregations of tomorrow.  
I count it an enormous privilege to be your priest.  
Alan 

 

 

 



                    
 

Lanbrook Fields 
 

This is an update, principally for those living outside the village as residents should 
have received a leaflet. If not, please contact robinhbishop@gmail.com. 
 
Unfortunately the proposal to build a 200+ unit retirement village on the fields below 
the church has not gone away as the developers have;  
a. Appealed against the EHDC’s refusal of their August 2020 application  
b. Submitted a new application. 
 

The appeal will be heard by way of a Public Inquiry at County Hall starting on 12th 
October. If you commented last year, the Planning Inspector will have access to your 
comments. You may make further comment if you feel that you have something new 
to add. If you did not comment last time please do so this time. 
 https:/ /acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/   The reference is 3273415. Comments 
need to be made by 08 July 
 

Second application. Although this appears little different to the first, it is a matter of 
starting from scratch again, so please submit a comment whether or not you did so 
last time. https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/  Under search 
put in Lanbrook. Comments need to be made by 14 July 
 
Areas for comment in both cases might include the development being contrary to 
National and to District Policies, loss of Green Belt, loss of separation between 
Hertford and the village, traffic, over supply of retirement units in Hertford, 
detrimental effect on listed buildings (of which St Mary’s is one) and more beside. 
Personally written comments tend to carry more weight than those that are written 
to a formula but looking at comments written by others might provide some help 
 
This development would have a negative impact on the church and the village. Please 
help keep the village at its present size and the way it is. 
 

 

                        

mailto:robinhbishop@gmail.com
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                                    A view from the Choir Stalls 
 
We must hope that within the next few weeks we shall be offered a way forward for 
choir singing and that in the next edition we shall be celebrating something more 
positive. 
 
One thing which has been brought home to me is just how much singing matters to 
people in their worship. I know about people who sing in church choirs, that it is part 
of their worship, part of their offering to God. Many other people, however, find it 
essential to their worship to sing hymns. It is almost as though the words and music 
together are a form of prayer and meditation, especially in hymns they have known 
for years. I find it all the more striking because I do not have the same experience. If I 
go to church when I am not singing in a choir, I often go to services which are words 
only. I go to hear the words and the thinking about them, however much I enjoy the 
hymns and their combination of words and music. Is it our Anglican version of chants 
and mantras? That thought had never arisen before in my mind. 
 
In every service we have carefully worked out prayers and sermons, written by 
individuals and which are the product of years of study and careful thought in the 
weeks prior. Yet for so many people what really matters is singing a hymn they have 
sung possibly hundreds of times before because that is the way their belief comes 
most alive. The hymn may mean something different to them than it did to the 
author, if only because words change their meaning over the generations.  
 
At various times and in different denominations and countries, the only sermons 
allowed were those approved by the state or the church authorities, often in 
collusion or when the state ran the church. You cannot imagine they were very 
inspirational, especially the third of fourth time around. We think about the Tudor 
church both before and after the Reformation for the glories of its music but the 
sermon at your compulsory attendance every Sunday would likely be read out by a 
clergyman who had no part in writing it and possibly disagreed with the content. Not 
what we get and appreciate from a variety of minds over the weeks and not 
calculated to provoke you to thought. Indeed designed to prevent it. I think people 
may not appreciate that when they say singing hymns is the most important part of 
the service. 



                                                            
 
Two more points. Since people keep telling me how desperate they are to get back to 
singing hymns, we at the front assume that you are singing them like mad at home 
and when the moment comes there will be such a flow of rich resonant sound that 
we shall be able to stop singing and listen in admiration! Just think of the way some 
African congregations sing and those southern states of America or Welsh 
congregations. All of them with harmony, sometimes of their own devising. We wait 
with excitement. 
Also there could be a way round this. A choir I’m in is doing an event next week. We 
are allowed to sing apparently because we a charging for entrance, having an 
audience and calling it a "concert". Now there's an idea for Sundays!! 
John Roberts - Choirmaster   
                                                                
                                                                  ************************* 
 

                                                   
St Mary’s, Hertingfordbury 

An exhibition of photos of animals and pets  9 - 17 October 
 
The exhibition at St Mary’s from Saturday 9th until Sunday 17th October will be a 
celebration of the animals and pets who were there for us in lockdown. 
 
On the final day of the exhibition on Sunday 17th, St Mary’s will be holding a 
celebration pet service at 3pm with all pets and owners very welcome 
 
Additionally, on the Harvest theme, there will be a Harvest Supper for both parishes 
at St Joseph’s in the Park school on the evening of Saturday 9th (time to be confirmed) 
 
We will put more details in the magazine and on the websites as we get closer to the 
events but do dig out your photos or take some new ones in readiness. 
 



 



 
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

 

 
 

RRTrees 
INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST  

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK 

o Tree Surgery 
o Hedge Cutting 
o Stump Removal 
o Seasoned Logs 

Free quotation or enquiry?  
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee        

07792 129669 or e mail 
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk 

 

Sarah Lamb Jewellery 
        01992 589218   07714660492 

 

Will rethread pearl and bead 

necklaces 

Commissions and other jewellery 

repairs                 

 

www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

 

 

 

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611 
 

ALSO AT 

Watton Road                                                                               79 Burford Street 

Ware                                                                                                       Hoddesdon 

01920 463 260                                                                                     01992 470153 
 

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE 
 

Manager Richard Salthouse 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870 

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 
 



 
 



 
   
 

 



 

 



                                                                                                          
Church Flower Rota for July & August 

July 
4th – Alison Robinson 

11th – Sue Parsell 

18th – Jean Skinner 

25th – Wedding 

August 
1st – Sharron Maxwell & Penny Duce 

8th – Alison Robinson 

15th – Jean Skinner 

22nd – Sue Parsell 

29th - Sharron Maxwell & Penny Duce 
 

We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the 

flower team give each week to make the church look so beautiful 
                                   *********************************** 

 
 

                                        

                                                        
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - AWAY DAY AT HIGH LEIGH 
 

We have booked the High Leigh Conference Centre for a joint parish Away Day on 
Sunday, 13th March 2022. The Centre is situated close to Hoddesdon and is managed 

by the same group who run the Belsey Bridge Centre. 
Please note the date in your diary. We hope to have a day of fellowship and fun with 

members of St Andrew’s and St Mary’s enjoying the time together. 
More details nearer the time-see you there! 



                                                   
                                                       

                                                    WhatsApp Groups  
 
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact 
David Gorton on 07544 702241 
 
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but 
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more 
information please contact Jamie Shawyer       

 

                 Defibrillator        

Please note a BHF Defibrillator is housed in a cabinet mounted 
on the outside wall of the parish room (The Brace Room) 

                         at St Mary's Church, St Mary’s Lane, Hertingfordbury 
 
 

 

                                                

                             Future of Your Parish News - Reminder 
Again just a reminder that as we continue with a predominantly digital magazine, we 
would appeal to anyone in the community who cannot access one and who would 
like a hard copy or knows of a neighbour that would like a hard copy, to contact us. 
We would then arrange to deliver a copy to their address. In this case please e mail 
me at kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk 

 

We understand that this is a community magazine and are extremely grateful for your 

support and contributions.      Philip Juniper – Editor 



             

                                                      

 
www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

The new St Mary's website looks fantastic! Please take a look. Now includes 

• Recordings of the Sunday morning service Reading, Sermon & Prayers 

• Latest Parish News in digital format in full colour 

This website will now be a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on 
the church and St Mary’s position as a result of the challenges we face with the 
Coronavirus outbreak. If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via 
e mail raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk 
                                                                                          

 

                                                      ******************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Normally we would meet 
on the last Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere at the Spotlight in Broxbourne.  We would meet for coffee at 10am, followed 
by the lecture at 10.30.  Visitors are very welcome. However due to Covid this is all on hold. 

 
Monthly lectures are currently being streamed by Zoom  

We are planning to resume meetings in person in September if permitted 
 

For more information please go to our website      
  www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk 

Registered Charity no 281752                          Member Society of The Arts Society 
           

mailto:raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk/


     
 
Chairman – Paul Rochford 
Vice Chairman – Jim Coppard  
Councillors – Haidy Blake, Niki Gordon, Roger Morris, Gary O’Leary, Ruth McDonald 
 
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald 
County Councillor – Ken Crofton 
District Councillor – Linda Haysey 
 
Clerk:  Clerk to Hertingfordbury Parish Council 
parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 

For all the latest information regarding the Parish Council, who we are, when we 
meet, latest planning applications and much more, please go to: 
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk  

To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting  
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261  
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/ 
 
Fix My Street app: Is a very handy application which can be downloaded on your 
mobile to enable reporting faults whilst on the go! 
 

 

New Community Covid 19 Recovery Fund 2021  

East Herts Council is pleased to launch a new Community Covid 19 Recovery Fund 
2021. Up to £7,500 is available to voluntary and community groups in East Herts who 
can evidence how their organisation was and is part of containing Coronavirus and 
preventing the disease from impacting our residents and communities and confirm 
what other grants they have tried to access. Eligible costs include rent, rates, 
insurance, PPE and other COVID-19 compliant infrastructure required by the partners 
to continue to provide their services. Contact Claire Pullen 
on claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk  if you believe your organisation meets these 
criteria and you would like to express an Interest. 

Deadline to apply is by 5pm Monday, 2 August 2021.For more details and apply 
online go to  https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-wellbeing/east-herts-
community-covid-19-recovery-grant-2021 

https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-wellbeing/east-herts-community-covid-19-recovery-grant-2021
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/community-wellbeing/east-herts-community-covid-19-recovery-grant-2021
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/


 
 



                      

1st Birch Green Brownies 

 
We are so pleased to have finally met in person again at Birch Green. Not 

only the zoom Brownies but welcomed back others that were not able to 

zoom in.   Our first meeting, the girls made happy faces out of natural 

materials they could find on the school field so show how pleased they 

were to be back and we played the old favourite game of “splat”. We 

“signed” our Brownie Bells at the end of the meeting instead of singing. 

 

All our activities this term are planned to be outdoors so hope the 

weather continues to be kind to us. We will be doing a village quiz, 

Scavenger Hunt on the Railway Line & Maitland Wood, a Tree Leaf walk in 

Panshanger Park and finally joining with Letty Green Cubs for a campfire 

at the end of term in Pipers End. 
 

                                  
 

The Owls 
Contact www.girlguiding.orguk/interested  to register your daughter (or yourself as a 

volunteer) for the first time in Girlguiding 

 or for more information e mail birchgreenbrownies@aol.com 
  

http://www.girlguiding.orguk/interested
mailto:birchgreenbrownies@aol.com


 

            1st Birch Green Brownies          

                                                

    Do you have a couple of hours spare on a Monday night? 
Our Brownie Pack is celebrating 60 years in the village but to continue we need a 

new leader for next term. Perhaps there are some of our old Brownies out there, 

now grown up who would like to come back? 

Snowy Owl will be leaving at the end of Summer Term although will still be able 

to help out with admin, accounts etc virtually from home in Beds. Brown Owl Jess 

and Badger Fionnuala will need another adult as a helper or even better to become 

a qualified leader. We also need maternity cover for Brown Owl from October 

for a couple of months. 

Volunteering with Brownies is very rewarding, you have fun and are giving girls 

the opportunities that Guiding offers. You just need to be over 18 – if you can 

help please contact Snowy Owl by e mail.   birchgreenbrownies@aol.com 

Please let’s make sure that Brownies keep going for another 60 years!! 

 
 

 

 

 

                  Hertingfordbury WI 
 
 

Hertingfordbury WI has been part of the village and Five Greens life since it was 
established in 1919. In recent years our membership has been in decline, despite our 
best efforts to encourage the ladies from the community to join. 
 
Sadly we have to announce that the Institute is leaving Hertingfordbury to merge 
with Waterford WI. Starting in September (Covid19 permitting) the new combined 
Institute will meet on the first Thursday each month in Waterford’s village hall, 
details on their Facebook page.  
 
As always visitors are very welcome 
 

                                           

mailto:birchgreenbrownies@aol.com


                      
                              Has your child fallen behind with their education? 

Over the past two years there have been many changes across the UK. It has been a 
challenging time for everyone! At St Joseph’s In The Park, I have been amazed by how 
well my staff and the children have coped during this time. As a school we have 
worked to make St Joseph’s In The Park a safe space for everyone, while at the same 
time trying to keep a level of normality for the children. 

For the third year in a row our Year 6 results have risen. In fact, the number of 
children making greater than expected progress across all year groups has risen 
considerably. The vast majority of our children are working above the national 
average for their age. 

While we will never move away from our core values of being a child and family-
centred school, the changes in our teaching methods are starting to pay dividends. 
We are proud of the number of children gaining access to leading senior schools 
along with the number of scholarships achieved. All this during a pandemic and two 
years of disruption is a great accomplishment. 

It is important that children feel safe at school and I really believe that unhappy 
children find it hard to reach their full potential. St Joseph’s will always be welcoming 
to all families but at the same time, we need to prepare the children for the next 
stage of their education, by giving all our children the best opportunities we can. This 
comes from outstanding teachers who are willing to go the extra mile. The teaching 
staff understand that children are individuals. The robust online teaching provision 
supported our children and helped them to keep focused and stay on track, so that 
when the children returned to school, they were able to hit the ground running and 
develop their learning. 

I am proud of the achievements of our school and how hard the staff and children 
have worked to gain these well-deserved rewards. However, none of this would be 
possible without our supportive parent body. Over the past two years, their kind 
words and encouragement to my staff has really made a difference and for this we 
are truly grateful. 

 

 



                                  

Now is not the time to sit back and think of a job well done. Now is the time to push 
forward and continue to develop our curriculum and raise standards even higher. As  

Headmaster I want every child to leave St Joseph’s In the Park having reached their 
full potential, saying “I did my very best and I gave it my all”. 

If you would like your child to have the same opportunities why not come for a 
private tour or attend one of our open days. We would love to welcome you and your 
family to see our school in action. 

Next year we keep our fingers crossed for calmer waters, but should we need to 
return to online education we are ready to go! 

Douglas Brown, Headmaster 

                                              

                          B. Green Store - Your Village Shop 
 

Please follow us on social media 
Instagram @bgreenstore - Facebook @hellobgreenstore 

 

 

                                      
 

For information on weekly happenings and opening hours visit our website 
www.bgreenstore.co.uk                   



     Church Cleaners         
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning 

rota. 

It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful 

church to always look its best 

If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560 

 
 

 
 

          Churchyard Volunteers Needed      
Volunteers required for grass cutting 

Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon 
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh! 

Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help 
 
 
 
 
                                            

        Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s   

 
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are 
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.  
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day. 
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need 
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.  
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the 
Churchwardens.  Thank you for considering this 
 



 

 
 
  

                                
 

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD 
 Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach - Workshops                

                            

Courtyard will soon be open for in-person classes. 
 

Please see our website for more information. 
 

In the meantime, we also have the following online sessions available... 
 

Drawing Group with Julie Arnall - Fridays 
Online Acrylic Painting - Tuesdays 
Online Mixed Media - Tuesdays 

Online introduction to drawing - Thursday evenings 
 

www.courtyardarts.org.uk 
 

http://www.courtyardarts.org.uk/


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                    

 

ROY FRITH 
Specialising in  

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs 
 

Free estimates - ALL MAKES 

Spares available for most makes 

Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at 

13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX 
 

 
 

 

Acorn Pest Control 
Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control 

LOCAL MAN 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
07710 494186 

Charges as council – quicker response! 

Herts Computer Services 
Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
• PC health checks & virus removal  

• Broadband internet issues 

• Data recovery 

• Laptop repairs such as screen replacement 

• PC hardware repairs & installations 

• Wireless networking 

• Website &  internet address setup 

• Microsoft server installations & small 

business support 

 

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 

Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

     

 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES 

 

Carpentry, tiling, general 

maintenance 

 
The best about – the cheapest around 

        What more could you ask for? 

 

CALL RAY on 01438 214178 

Mobile:   07837 487922 

 

 
 

        
          David Raymond 

 
Locksmith – General 

Maintenance 
 

01707 651617 / 07831 383057 
 

Local & Flexible 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com


 

  
 

 
 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

John Spinks 

Painter & Decorator 
Over 40 yrs in the Trade 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER 

TEL: 01707 266118 
 

Jenny Junior Interiors 
Full Interior Design 

& Installation Service 
 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms 

Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting 

Furniture and upholstery 

Designer fabrics and wallpaper 

Curtains, poles, blinds 
 

A friendly and professional service 

Consultation in your own home 
 

Tel: 01707 276 343 

Mob: 07947 711 597 
 

www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty 

|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN 
 

 

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS 
BOA & GOsC Registered 

 

Back & Neck problems?    Other troublesome aches & pains? 
 

Friendly, Effective & Local 
                                          Call Alastair on 07917 101851 

www.hertfordosteopaths.com 

 

 

 

 

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg) 
PLUMBING 
KITCHENS 

BATHROOMS 
 

Chris Tinworth 
 

01707 251302 
07973 561298 

http://www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk/
mailto:jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk


                          


