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Permanent Reminders
Often when the Stewart family go on holiday, we bring back a Christmas decoration
to remind us of that particular time and place. If you attended the recent ‘Lockdown
in 30 Objects’ exhibition at St Andrew’s you’ll have seen a few of the seasonal decs
we purchased last year to remind us of the joys and poignancy of a year spent largely
at home. These included a Father Christmas in a facemask, a rainbow, a toilet roll and
a hug token!
This year I’ve been asking myself what ornament might sum up 2021 and act as a
permanent reminder of what I mustn’t forget about this second year of living with a
pandemic. The overwhelmingly positive story from 2021 of course was the discovery
and roll out of a vaccine. This extraordinary development has not only saved
countless lives but also helped bring back a degree of normality to life. So, I’ve
decided this year a plastic replica of a medical syringe emblazoned with the year 2021
will grace our tree as a forever reminder of the triumph of scientific research and the
freedom it’s bought us!

As Christmas approaches, what are you most grateful for, and is there any way you
might memorialize it on your tree?
That first Christmas, if Christ had been born into a pandemic, just how different might
it have been? There’s little doubt a virus would have added to the danger and stress
of that vulnerable birth and prevented all foreign travel of wise men or wise women!
Each year I’m humbled again by the thought that my God chose such a perilous way
to come among us. Each Christmas, I’m reminded that he’s walked with me through
the intervening year and promises to be with me through every joy and challenge of
the year ahead.
May we all be reminded of this God who is with us and for us, not only in this season
but in every season of our lives.
Have a wonder-full Christmas.
Alan

Registers
Baptism – welcomed into the family of the church
21 November – Flynn Cro

Dates for your Diary
Beer & Carols – Saturday 18th December between either 3.45pm to 4.30pm or
4.45pm to 5.30pm in St Andrew’s churchyard. Beer or Mulled Wine available
Carol Service at St Mary’s – Lessons & Carols at 5pm Sunday 19th December
Crib & Christingle Christmas Eve - 2pm in St Mary’s. Due to restricted numbers this
must be booked on line at www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk. More specific details on
booking will be given nearer the time
Midnight Service Christmas Eve – 11.15pm in St Mary’s
Christmas Day All Age Communion Service – 9.15am in St Mary’s
Sunday 16th January 2022, the Archdeacon will be attending the 9.15 service at St
Mary’s

Sunday Services at St Mary’s
Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday
Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop)
All Age Service & Young Church 9.15am on 2nd Sunday of the month

Used Postage Stamps
We are still collecting used stamps this Christmas in aid of the Isabel Hospice.
Thanks to you all for saving your stamps over Christmas. Please leave them at
the back of the church. Many thanks. Alma

St. Mary’s Churchyard Regulations – Christmas
We are very conscious that this is a sensitive area – and we are most grateful for the
care shown by many people tending graves and memorial plaques – but as
Churchwardens we are required to ensure that the regulations laid down by the
diocese relating to the churchyard are adhered to. The rules relating to churchyards
are very stringent compared to those applying to local authority cemeteries. The full
regulations are displayed on one of the noticeboards inside the South Door porch.
We would therefore ask that you remember that the placing of the likes of Father
Christmases, Reindeers, flashing lights and so on, on graves/plaques is not permitted.
Similarly floral remembrances should consist of natural flowers. Also, please do not use
glass vases or jars as they might be accidentally broken leading to difficulties when
maintaining the churchyard.
Whilst we should be reluctant to do so, we will, if necessary, remove items. We would
always be happy to explain our reason for doing so. Please do speak with us if you
would like advice about what is permitted.
Tributes should be removed before 31 January. Thank you.
David & Robin

BIG CHRISTMAS CHURCH CLEAN
Christmas church clean this year will be on Saturday 11th December
between 10am - 12noon
Everything provided along with Coffee, Cake, Music and the
necessary ingredient - Laughter!
Your help will be very much appreciated - everyone welcome
Virginia 01992 583560

Remembrance Sunday – 14th November
Once again this year the Secret Society of Hertford Crafters (The Yarn Bombers) made
available the poppies that had been used for the 2018 Remembrance in Hertford
Castle. The 15,000 poppy net was cut into several sections and made available to
churches in the Hertford area.
St Mary’s proudly displayed ours over the west door entrance for a good two weeks
and our Tommy silhouette again enhanced the memorial inside the church. Thank
you to everyone who made this stunning tribute possible

The Remembrance service at church was very moving as the names of all the fallen were
read out and the wreath laid at the foot of the memorial in church. Rev Alan then lead
the tribute at the Birch Green memorial at 11am which was very well attended including
tributes from the church, Parish Council and the Cub Scouts and Brownies

Meditation & Mindfulness
Explore the riches of Christian Meditation and how it fits with the
practice and insights of Mindfulness
Each weekly session is free and lasts for about 45 minutes. We begin with some
gentle exercises to help still the mind and then a guided meditation, followed by
some silence. Beginners especially welcome!
Online every Wednesday at 8pm except the first Wednesday
of the month when we meet in person at St Andrew’s Church
For further details and Zoom codes please see our website
www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk
or contact the church office 01992 504373 standrew.hertford@btinternet.com

A view from the Choir Stalls
About a decade ago I found myself on the chancel step at St Mary’s one Sunday morning
trying to sound convincing while appealing for people to come forward to form a new choir
group to lead the singing in church. I had not applied for the job, never imagined myself
doing it, would not have planned it that way and would not have been my own first choice!!
Indeed, I have never really come to terms with the grand term choirmaster being used and
for a long time avoided using that job title in the magazine until it was pointed out that it
was a practical necessity.
There seemed a very real possibility that no one would respond to someone without
musical qualifications or reputation, who could not even play the keyboard proficiently and
if there was to be any leading of the singing Chris Maunder Taylor, Diana Salthouse, Joan
Beagles and me, from the previous choir, would be left to carry on somehow.
Thankfully Christine Gorton, Alma Cartwright and Jean Skinner volunteered while protesting
that they were not really any good. It took me some time to work out that they are part of
that remarkable group of devoted people, to which I certainly do not belong, who do
everything in their church to keep it going. It also became apparent that they had more
experience and ability than they had been prepared to admit. We have also been supported
by Sue Jones, Dave Parker, Bob Lord and Jean Walker, later being joined by Susan Hitch and
Jim Eustance. My thanks to all the singers are enormous, as should be the congregation.
We have also had throughout the highly proficient, essential support of Paul Attridge as
organist and singer and invaluable back up from David Emsley whenever needed on the
organ.
From that beginning we have managed to maintain a choral presence. We were improving
steadily all the time until Covid restrictions intervened but have now reinstated the sung
parts. One of my benchmarks of real success was to restore the Stone Lord's Prayer to its
place in the service and we did that. We have sung at weddings and funerals. There was the
stunning moment of silence at one winter evening rehearsal early on when our more
doubting members realised that they had just sung a four part harmony unaccompanied
and in tune. We have sung extra items at church seasons, shared full scale Evensongs with
the choir of St. Andrew's, made our own framework of Lessons and Carols incorporating
new imaginative items without losing the tradition that the congregation loves.
Add to that at Christmas we’ve had the pleasure of Jon Banks adding instrumental colour
on his psaltery. For years he and I basked in the satisfaction that we were running the only
service in the post-Reformation Church of England where such an instrument was used but
a couple years ago some spoilsport discovered an 18th century oil painting showing a
gentleman playing one in his parish band, the predecessors of church organs. Ah well!

As readers will have sensed by now from the tone of the writing I am leaving my role and
this is my last piece for the magazine, something which itself was never in the original job
description and not something I had envisaged!
Now is definitely the time to go. I’ve never been an admirer of long tenures, however
capable the holder. Sometimes they work but it is easy for everyone to rigidify into the
same way of doing things. New ideas and just a new voice is invaluable to keep people
engaged and open minded. That Sunday morning when I appealed from the chancel step I
assumed, rather naively, that I would be doing the job for two years at most but probably a
few months. I am still not convinced that there was ever really enough room for an organist
and choirmaster in a church of our size and if only one then the organist. Not being able to
play any keyboard reasonably proficiently is a limiting factor and now that things are
developing after lockdown I certainly would not guarantee to have the reliable mental or
physical energy to build the direction in the coming years. I know things going forward will
be in skilled and energetic hands and importantly ones at least thirty years younger! That
the ideas might not be ones I would have thought of will make it all the more interesting.
Certainly there are things I hoped to do that I never achieved. Never did find that extra four
or five singers who would have allowed us to move to the next level. Never managed to set
up regular weekday evening rehearsals although the repertoire probably never demanded
it. Despite my best efforts I failed to permanently convince some of our individual singers of
their capabilities I never persuaded my friend who played in one of the famous pioneering
early music groups to team up with Jon Banks
Again I never imagined myself doing this job but it has been fascinating and something I am
glad to have done. The strains of what is now called imposter syndrome have always been
there, the more so as I get older. The doubts. Will they follow my lead? Accept how I want
this piece to be done? Will this piece really come out as practised? Why am I trembling as I
stand up to conduct? Why am I so exhausted when an event is over? However had the
situation arisen thirty years ago, I would certainly have been drawn into developing my
skills more seriously. It has been that much of a revelation and that rewarding but that
much too late.
Thanks to the commitment of all the singers. My greatest thanks go to them simply for
being willing to do it with me let alone as well as they have. I wish everyone every success
in the future. God will provide if people work out where to look.
Now with luck I can sneak off before anyone realises.
John Roberts – Choirmaster

We are extremely grateful for the work and passion that John has put into leading our
church choir over the past years and hope that he will remain as a much respected
member of our choir. Prayers and thanks John and we look forward to your last Carol
Service this Christmas – from all your friends at St Mary’s

Zoom Services
While services at St Mary’s have re commenced in church there are still
Zoom services available for your worship
Please contact the church office if you'd like to be added to our mailing list and receive
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list
Every Wednesday
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm

Every Sunday
Service of the Word 10.30am
(Every 3rd Sunday will offer Communion)
Compline 7.00pm

Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday
morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website
www.hertingfordburystmary.org

“Zoom On”
As mentioned last week we are continuing with Zoom worship on Sunday morning as
long as there is a reasonable level of participation. However there will no longer be a
weekly communion but a Service of the Word, with praise, prayer and teaching led by
a Lay Reader or Lay Leader of Worship.

The exception is the third Sunday of the month which will continue as a
Communion service
We look forward to to welcoming you to continued worship and fellowship on line

All Age Services
A monthly, shorter, child-friendly, interactive communion service with
songs, prayers and some new surprises
12 December & Christmas Day

Sarah Lamb Jewellery
01992 589218 07714660492

Will rethread pearl and bead
necklaces
Commissions and other jewellery
repairs
www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

RRTrees
INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK

o Tree Surgery
o Hedge Cutting
o Stump Removal
o Seasoned Logs
Free quotation or enquiry?
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee
07792 129669 or e mail
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE
83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611
ALSO AT
Watton Road
Ware
01920 463 260

79 Burford Street
Hoddesdon
01992 470153

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE
Manager Richard Salthouse
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

Church Flower Rota for December
No flowers during Advent
We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the
flower team give each week to make the church look so beautiful

***********************************

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - AWAY DAY AT HIGH LEIGH
We have booked the High Leigh Conference Centre for a joint parish Away Day on
Sunday, 13th March 2022. The Centre is situated close to Hoddesdon and is managed
by the same group who run the Belsey Bridge Centre.
Please note the date in your diary. We hope to have a day of fellowship and fun with
members of St Andrew’s and St Mary’s enjoying the time together.
More details nearer the time -see you there!

1st Birch Green Brownies
Our Teams came a respectable 5th and 13th in the District Panshanger
Night Hike competition out of 20 Packs that took part. Very well
done girls, especially as we had a lot of little 7 year old tweenies
taking part in their first Brownie competition. All the girls have now
gained their First Aid Skill Builder badge so know exactly what to do
and who to contact in a medical emergency.
During December we are having a break from the Guiding Programme
and will be being very “crafty” making things for Christmas. We will
be ending the term with a themed party in the hall. It has been
great meeting face to face again this term, despite having to adhere
to Covid recommendations and some of the girls and leaders having to
isolate and miss meetings.
Sadly Snowy Owl Kate will be leaving us at the end of term after 30
years with the Pack, however as we now have two new Owls Katie &
Sarah with Badger Fionnuala and Brown Owl Jess who will be coming
back from Maternity the Pack is looking forward to the next 60
years!!!

The Owls
Contact www.girlguiding.orguk/interested to register your daughter
(or yourself as a volunteer) for the first time in Girlguiding
or for more information e mail birchgreenbrownies@aol.com

WhatsApp Groups
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact
David Gorton on 07544 702241
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more
information please contact Jamie Shawyer

Defibrillator
Please note a BHF Defibrillator is housed in a cabinet mounted
on the outside wall of the parish room (The Brace Room)
at St Mary's Church, St Mary’s Lane, Hertingfordbury

Future of Your Parish News - Reminder
Again just a reminder that as we continue with a predominantly digital magazine, we
would appeal to anyone in the community who cannot access one and who would
like a hard copy or knows of a neighbour that would like a hard copy, to contact us.
We would then arrange to deliver a copy to their address. In this case please e mail
me at kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk
We understand that this is a community magazine and are extremely grateful for your
support and contributions. Philip Juniper – Editor

www.hertingfordburystmary.org
The new St Mary's website looks fantastic! Please take a look. Now includes
• Recordings of the Sunday morning service Reading, Sermon & Prayers
• Latest Parish News in digital format in full colour
This website will now be a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on
the church and St Mary’s position as a result of the challenges we face with the
Coronavirus outbreak. If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via
e mail raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk
********************************

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Normally we would meet
on the last Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly
atmosphere at the Spotlight in Broxbourne. We would meet for coffee at 10am, followed
by the lecture at 10.30. Visitors are very welcome. However due to Covid this is all on hold.

Monthly lectures are now being held live at The Arched Barn, Three Lakes at
Westmill Farm. We will hopefully return to the Spotlight in 2022
For more information please go to our website
www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk
Registered Charity no 281752
Member Society of The Arts Society

Chairman – Paul Rochford
Vice Chairman –
Councillors – Haidy Blake, Niki Gordon, Roger Morris, Gary O’Leary, Ruth McDonald
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald
County Councillor – Ken Crofton
District Councillor – Linda Haysey
Clerk: Katie-Leigh Eyre
parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk
For all the latest information regarding the Parish Council, who we are, when we
meet, latest planning applications and much more, please go to:
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk
To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/

B. Green Store - Your Village Shop
B. GREEN CHRISTMAS SINGALONG! Saturday 18th December at 3.30pm
The B Green Choir will be making it’s debut on Saturday 18th December at the shop
led by music teacher Alix Leeks.
Join us for an hour of fun, informal and light hearted singing and help us celebrate B.
Greens 2nd birthday (yes already!). There will be mulled wine and mince pies and
everyone is welcome to join in and singalong! Fingers crossed for dry weather!

It’s not too late to join the choir, there’s a rehearsal planned in December so if you’re
interested let us know at hello @bgreenstore.co.uk. All singing abilities welcome.
Please check the website www.bgreenstore.co.uk for details of Christmas veg boxes
& opening hours.
We would like to wish all our customers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and
thank you for your continued support this year.

Instagram @bgreenstore - Facebook @hellobgreenstore
For information on weekly happenings and opening hours visit our website
www.bgreenstore.co.uk

Church Cleaners
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning
rota.
It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful
church to always look its best
If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Churchyard Volunteers Needed
Volunteers required for grass cutting
Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh!
Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help

Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day.
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the
Churchwardens. Thank you for considering this

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD
Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach - Workshops

Canvas 25 Exhibition – a celebration of 25 years
September saw Courtyard Arts celebrate its 25th anniversary by marking the
occasion with a special community exhibition of artwork created by their
supporters. Supplying 25cm x 25cm blank canvasses, they encouraged their artistic
community to get creative in any medium. The exhibition, Canvas 25, ran from 7th
September to 2nd October. All canvasses will be available to purchase for just £40
each with profits from the show supporting the fundraising efforts of Courtyard Arts
as well as their partner charity for this event, Mind in Mid Herts. Pop in to Courtyard
to see this wonderful exhibition, we're sure there will be something to interest all
tastes

www.courtyardarts.org.uk

ROY FRITH

Acorn Pest Control

Specialising in

Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs

LOCAL MAN

MICHAEL JACKSON

Free estimates - ALL MAKES
Spares available for most makes
Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at
13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX

07710 494186
Charges as council – quicker response!

Herts Computer Services
David Raymond
Locksmith – General
Maintenance
01707 651617 / 07831 383057
Local & Flexible

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email:
iain@hertscomputerservices.com
Home or small business IT support
PC health checks & virus removal
Broadband internet issues
Data recovery
Laptop repairs such as screen replacement
PC hardware repairs & installations
Wireless networking
Website & internet address setup
Microsoft server installations & small
business support

Microsoft & Comptia Certified
Microsoft Small Business Specialist

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Carpentry, tiling, general
maintenance
The best about – the cheapest around

What more could you ask for?

CALL RAY on 01438 214178
Mobile: 07837 487922

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg)
PLUMBING
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
John Spinks
Painter & Decorator

Chris Tinworth

Over 40 yrs in the Trade

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
DULUX NETWORK MEMBER

TEL: 01707 266118

01707 251302
07973 561298

Jenny Junior Interiors
Full Interior Design
& Installation Service
Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms
Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting
Furniture and upholstery
Designer fabrics and wallpaper
Curtains, poles, blinds
A friendly and professional service
Consultation in your own home

Tel: 01707 276 343
Mob: 07947 711 597
www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk
jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk
1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty
|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS
BOA & GOsC Registered

Back & Neck problems? Other troublesome aches & pains?
Friendly, Effective & Local
Call Alastair on 07917 101851
www.hertfordosteopaths.com

