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Belfast
‘Belfast’ is Kenneth Branagh’s semi-autobiographical cinematic love letter and lament
to the capital city of the land I once called home.
At first, I confess I didn’t really want to see it; didn’t want to dredge up those halfburied traumas of tribalism. But I’m glad I did. Yes, it’s backdrop is tragic, but actually
it’s a story of courage and innocence, of hope and humour; of sacrifice and survival.
The “filim” (as we Northern Irish would say), is mainly shot in nostalgic black and white,
with technicolour reserved for those rare moments of escapism. And watching, I found
myself transported back to that boy with national health specs who escaped into the
Star Wars universe and who perfected his own shoplifting skills while navigating the
art of growing up in 1970’s Ulster.
I was born the year before the Troubles hit. And throughout childhood segregation was
a fact of life; each of us indoctrinated in ‘us’ vs ‘them’. But mainly actually, life was
idyllic and peaceful; bombs and violence reserved for our black and white TV screens.
Until, one day, an IRA sniper tore that world apart when he shot and killed my eldest
brother, just moments after he’d witnessed the birth of his second son. That split
second marked the before and after of our family. None of us were the same again.
And at that tender age of 13, I could see even then that there were two paths open to
me. Either I demonised that gunman and everything he believed in, or through gritted
teeth, I could choose to absorb that rage and begin the long and costly act of forgiving.
And instinctively I knew, even then, that if I chose the first, then both he and me would
remain forever in a prison of my making.
Some branded that man a terrorist; others a freedom fighter. It’s taken me many years
actually to see him as a fellow child of God; in equal need of forgiveness, a fellow mess
of contradiction and damage and beauty.
I share this because today two tribes are at war not in Ulster but in Ukraine. And it’s
too easy to make heroes of one and demonise the other. The truth of course is that
this is not Russia’s war but Putin’s.
Whatever happens in that tragic conflict or the conflicts we live through personally,
let’s never succumb to ‘us’ vs. ‘them’. Until ‘I’ can speak of ‘we’ there is no future, no
healing, no shared humanity, just more prisons for both. If we’re the praying kind
maybe we can pray for eyes to look upon the other and see not an enemy but a fellow
child of God who isn’t yet a friend.
Alan

Registers
28 April – Thanksgiving Service for the life of Peter Crawley

Dates for your Diary
Coffee Morning for Christian Aid – 10am Friday 20 May at St Mary’s
Creative & Reflective Workshop – Saturday 21 May (See more details later in
this magazine).

Dates further ahead
Railway Day at St Andrew’s – Saturday 2 July 10.30 – 16.30. Model railway
layouts, displays, children’s activities and refreshments
Family Fun Day at St Mary’s – Saturday 9 July 2-4pm. Cream teas, teddy bear
zip wire, build your own rocket, craft and more ……

Sunday Services at St Mary’s
Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday
Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop)
All Age Service & Young Church 9.15am on 2nd Sunday of the month

Brace Room
The Brace Room at St Mary’s Church is available for hire for anybody in our
community. This could be for meetings, exercise sessions or any other purpose.
Includes excellent toilet and kitchen facilities
For more information contact David Gorton 01992 551946 or
dgorton1@btinternet.com

Easter Images at St Mary’s

The Last Hour on Good Friday

Dawn Eucharist and lighting of the first fire at dawn on Easter Sunday

Nearly 100 people including 30 children attended the Easter Sunday All Age service.
Flowers decorated the cross and an easter egg hunt concluded the fun

Mothering Sunday at St Mary’s

Flowers for all the mothers and ladies and the congregation participation

Beads for prayer and the altar of hope

*********************

Church Flower Rota for May
1st – Alison Robinson
7th – Wedding
15th Jean Skinner
22nd – Sharron Maxwell & Penny Duce
29th – Sue Parsell
We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the
flower team give each week to make the church look so beautiful

Blind Jesus (No one belongs here more than you) - by Alan Stewart
A few months ago, I was introduced to a lady called Celia Webster, a member of the Church
of England Disability Group. For several years, Celia has had a vision for an image of the Last
Supper where people of differing abilities are gathered at table with Jesus. Celia’s daughter
was born with learning difficulties and as a family they have experienced first hand an intense
feeling of not belonging inside or outside of church; of feeling rejected, invisible,
misunderstood, vulnerable. In conversation with Celia and with a friend Jonathan Evens, that
vision evolved into this image.
It’s an image in charcoal which includes the central character of a visually impaired Jesus,
surrounded by twelve people of differing ages, backgrounds and abilities.

From left to right;
- an empty chair
- a little girl with curly hair and a big smile
- a middle aged man (a friend of Celia who lives with MS) in a wheelchair
- a male same sex couple
- a young woman breastfeeding a baby (who is one of the twelve)
- an elderly woman with her hand on Jesus’ shoulder
- Jesus; a white stick resting against his body, his left hand outstretched, scars of self harm
visible on his arms
- a young man with Down Syndrome resting on Jesus’ shoulder
- a middle-aged man in a suit
- a young man experimenting with his identity
- a young woman smiling
- an older man, a rough sleeper perhaps

Blind Jesus
This Jesus challenges theological and Biblical imagery that equate blindness to sin or as
something to be cured. For many visually impaired people, their blindness is an essential part
of their identity, finding certain Bible stories and indeed hymn lyrics difficult or painful. This
is a Jesus who comes from a place of vulnerability, unaffected by the visual appearance of
others. Responding to the image, a visually impaired friend has written ‘an image of Jesus
who is like me makes me feel accepted… I wish my visual impairment would be cured. But I
am glad that Jesus embraces it’.
Writing about the piece, John Beauchamp the London Diocesan Disability Ministry Enabler,
himself blind, says:
‘The depiction of Jesus as representing bodily perfection and physical ability has denied a
vast swathe of humankind a direct connection with the notion of incarnation (God in human
flesh). The incarnation of the divine in human form has been restricted to a complete,
healthy, fully functioning body and mind, and disabled people, whose bodies are incomplete
or dysfunctional, whose senses do not interpret the world with clarity or focus, whose minds
function differently and awkwardly, have been left in a marginal space. Disconnected from
the embodied Christ by their wounds and physical and mental impairments. Others have
been excluded by the church. A church that has tried to own the embodied Christ and has
attempted to limit who he is. The colour of your skin, the person you love, your background
and origin. All these have been used to separate people from the embodied Christ and have
pushed people into marginal spaces. But Jesus is the divine embodiment of all of humankind.
Those who are blind and deaf. Those who bear the scars of their mental pain. Those whose
bodies are incomplete or dysfunctional. Those who are black and brown and all the rich skin
tones that grace the earth. Those who are LGBTQIA+ and seek to love with integrity and
honesty. Those who are young and see the world through the innocent eyes of a child. Those
who are old and see the world passing them by and feel unrecognised and unheard. Those
whose genetic make-up destined them to possess a rare beauty and nature, but who are
misunderstood and ostracised by a judgemental world. Those whose minds interpret the
world in a way that others do not understand. Those who express themselves in ways that
some find disturbing or frightening. Those whose feelings of shame and self-doubt haunt
their lives and keep them in the shadows. This Jesus, this Christ, this Messiah, is all of these
people and many more. The incarnation is not limited to bodily perfection, physical ability,
or mental capacity, but embraces all that humankind has labelled as ‘other,’ as outside of
God’s grace and love. In this Last Supper, the marginalised and excluded and devalued are
invited to the table. Invited to be with Jesus. To sit and eat with him. To find themselves with
him and recognise themselves in him. To find that their embodiment is not a barrier but in
fact their passport into the kingdom where all of our human diversity is redeemed and
celebrated in a riot of joy and celebration’.
The idea is for the drawing to be nomadic, travelling from place to place, as a conversation
piece or a meditation. We also hope to develop a resource for schools using wondering
questions which you might want to ask yourself in a quiet moment:

Blind Jesus
What associations do we have with blindness?
How does this Jesus ‘see’ me?
Are we comfortable with a Jesus who self-harms?
Is his outstretched hand a welcome/invitation or is he asking for help?
I wonder why each ‘disciple’ has been chosen
I wonder if you’re uncomfortable with any of these guests, and if so, why?
Who else should be at this meal?
I wonder where you would put yourself in this picture?
Is the empty chair for you?
What title would you give this?
Christ says ‘come to me; the tired and the traumatized, the powerful and powerless, the helpful
and the helpless, the insiders and outsiders… for here you will be welcomed; for no-one belongs
Alan

Railway Day – Saturday 2nd July – “Call for Exhibits”
We are planning to hold a Railway Day at St Andrew’s Church on Saturday 2nd July.
The event will be held in the church, from 10.30 to 16.30. We envisage a mix of several
model railway layouts, static railway models of various gauges, railway displays,
pictures and films. There will also be children's activities, refreshments and light
lunches.
The idea for this event has come out of our Reaching New People (RNP) group, and we
hope it will attract plenty of families and also be of general interest in our area. There
hasn’t been a model railway show or similar event in and around Hertford for some
years so hopefully this will be popular.
Have you got anything of interest which could be exhibited at the show? We are
looking for anything railway-themed: this could be an exhibit with a special story
attached or even something you have made.
If you have something to exhibit or would like further information, please contact Kath
& Geoff Oates, 01992 535805 or kathoates2022@virginmedia.com

Hertingfordbury Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Street Party
3-7pm Sunday 5th June 2022
A small group of Hertingfordbury residents got together and 'bingo' ...a street party
was born to join the nation to celebrate 70 years on the throne for her Majesty the
Queen. The party will be held on St Mary's Lane with tables set out from the recreation
ground entrance and heading south as far as necessary to accommodate the
Hertingfordbury throngs. A road closure license has been secured from the local
authority for the event.
The event is free and is a 'bring your own' picnic food and drink style party. A brilliant
band will be performing on the grass verge throughout the event and a royal themed
treasure hunt will be available for those who wish to stretch their legs a little.
Celebratory bespoke Hertingfordbury Jubilee mugs will be given free for primary age
children and available to purchase by everyone else. There will be a royal themed
pudding/cake competition, fancy dress and party games, so look out for further details
on the flier that will be coming through your post box sometime soon.
Please put the date in the diary. Get your folding table and chairs dusted down (in case
we don’t have enough) and keep your fingers crossed for the weather. Please RSVP if
you are planning to come (with number of people, including any family and friends you
might wish to join you) to michael-barratt@sky.com so that we can get an idea of
numbers.
Hope to see you all there.
*******************

Bottles for the Fete on Saturday 18th June
Bottle collectors wanted to collect for the bottle stall at the Fete.
Specifically for Letty Green and Cole Green and during the week leading up to 18th June
If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560

The Friends of Hertingfordbury St Mary
Programme of Events 2022
Saturday 30th April - Breakfast at The Fobury - from 8.30 to 11.00
Helen Bishop 01992 551946 / 07746 694890
Saturday 30th April – Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir – St Mary’s 19.30
£10 from Kay Juniper 01992 558321 / 07776 340932
Saturday 9th July – Family Fun Day & Cream Teas – St Mary’s from 14.00
Jean Skinner 07742 172766
Sunday 31st July – Summer Barbecue – Mayflower Place 13.00
£20 (U12 - £10 / U5 free) David Gorton 01992 551430 / 07544 702241
Friday 2nd September – Concert Duce Dame Jolie – St Mary’s
Details to follow - Helen Bishop 01992 551946 / 07746 694890
Saturday 8th October – Harvest Supper – St Josephs in the Park 18.30
£15 (U12 - £7.50) Jean Skinner 07742 172766
Saturday 19th November – Christmas Market – Mayflower Place 10.00-13.00
Helen Bishop 01992 551946 / 07746 694890

The Friends of Hertingfordbury St Mary raises money for the restoration
and preservation of the church buildings and churchyard
Please contact Helen Bishop on the numbers above if you would like to be
involved or have ideas for future events

MEETING ABOUT UKRAINE - REFUGEES IN HERTFORD
The situation in the Ukraine has been causing great distress to many since the invasion
of the country began in February. St Andrew’s Church has joined with many other
churches from across the country to show its concern through membership of the
Sanctuary Foundation https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/),
an organisation committed to positive support for the people of that country and those
who seek to offer help.
Following their advice and encouragement, it was agreed to hold an open meeting in
the St Andrew’s Centre for those who have offered to host refugees and those who are
thinking of so doing. Approximately sixty people attended and many good ideas and
connections were shared.
Among the groups represented were the Waltham Cross Branch of the Association of
Ukrainians in Great Britain, Herts Welcomes Refugees and Community Service
Volunteers. The meeting also was joined by the County Councillor for Hertford All
Saints, Ben Crystall and by people with close family ties to the Ukraine.
A main point for discussion was how churches can use their buildings, church members
and experience of strong community links and hospitality to support the expected
number of refugees and their hosts. Regular coffee mornings, advice and language
sessions as well as activities and visits were all suggestions that can be taken forward.
There are very good reasons why people feel unable to offer accommodation.
However, there are still many ways in which a willingness “to do something” can be
activated in the months, indeed, years to come. As this magazine goes to press, people
from the Ukraine are starting to arrive in Hertford. Our church members will be there
to respond.
Chris Seward
NB For a comprehensive list of resources and up to date information regarding Ukraine
refugees in the UK, please see https://citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/ukraine-refugeeresources/

1st Birch Green Brownies
This month has been rather busy with meetings and planning for the coming
months ahead.
The Brownies made their statues of four scenes of the brownie story and
sent them in as part 1 of the Royal British Legion Cup.
The Brownies and Owl's had also been preparing for our St George's Day
parade which took place in April. It was wonderful to take part in this annual
event with the rest of the district’s units.
The Brownies have also been busy with their interest badges in which they
are encouraged to complete at home and it's been fantastic to see so many
of them completed in the recent months.
We hope our pack and their families have had a wonderful Easter and look
forward to some exciting times ahead with part 2 of the British legion cup
and the Queen's platinum Jubilee celebration coming soon.
The Owls at Birch Green Brownies
Contact www.girlguiding.orguk/interested to register your daughter
(or yourself as a volunteer) for the first time in Girlguiding
or for more information e mail birchgreenbrownies@aol.com

Looking for an interesting part-time job?
Local wheelchair rugby athlete seeks person for a variety of tasks in an interesting
and diverse role. Based in Letty Green
Duties to include: Light domestic duties – Food preparation – Light lifting – Travelling
to and from wheelchair rugby training
Must be: Easy going – Trustworthy – Flexible – Use initiative
Hours approximately: Thursday & Friday 9am to 2.30pm
Please contact me: jonathancoggan@hotmail.com or 07714 780764

Chairman – Paul Rochford
Councillors – Haidy Blake, Nicola Gordon, Roger Morris, Mark Hutton, Simon Bostock,
Ruth McDonald
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald
County Councillor – Ken Crofton
District Councillor – Linda Haysey
If you wish to contact the Parish Council please contact the Clerk
Clerk: Katie Eyre at clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk
To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/
The Parish Council met last week at the Cricket Pavilion and there was discussion
around the Birch Green pond and the wildlife found there and how to balance the
protection of this while trying to restore the pond to its former state.
We will be launching a fundraiser to install a bench in memory of Tommy Brennan on
Foxdells. Keep a lookout on the Facebook page and notice boards for more details.
Cllr Rochford has now installed the Parish’s wildflower meadow and Queens Canopy
tree at the junction between The Old Coach Road and Hertingfordbury Road. We look
forward to enjoying this starting to bloom.
The Parish Council are looking to recruit councillors. If you are interested in any details
please contact the clerk on clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk

Defibrillators
Please note that Defibrillators are housed on the outside walls of the:• Parish Room (The Brace Room) at St Mary's Church, Hertingfordbury
• Previous B Green Store in Birch Green

www.hertingfordburystmary.org
The St Mary's website features all the church news including the latest digital Parish
News in full colour
This website is a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on the church.
If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via e mail
raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. We meet on the last
Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly atmosphere
at the Spotlight in Broxbourne. We meet for coffee at 10am, followed by the lecture at
10.30. Visitors are very welcome.

26 May – Antiques Roadshow: Behind the scenes and great discoveries by Marc
Allum
30 June – Three Great Families & Their Gardens: The Astors, Rothschilds and
Sackville Wests by Caroline Rayman (followed by the Summer Lunch)
29 September – Mind the Gap: The art of the poster by Charles Harris
For more information please go to our website
www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk
Registered Charity no 281752
Member Society of The Arts Society

FUTUREhope are in need of more volunteers to enable greater impact to young
people in Hertford and Ware. Can you meet a young person for an hour a week? Or
come out on a Friday night on our mobile youth centre, play games and chat with
young people. Training dates are 5th May and 12th May. All 19:30-21:30 at the FH
office. More info please email (tim@fhhw.org.uk) or ring Tim on 07531875124

Zoom Services
While services at St Mary’s have re commenced in church there are still
Zoom services available for your worship
Please contact the church office if you’d like to be added to our mailing list and receive
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list
Every Wednesday
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm

Every Sunday
Service of the Word 10.30am
(Every 3rd Sunday will offer Communion)
Compline 7.00pm

Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday
morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website
www.hertingfordburystmary.org

******************

WALTER WALLINGER CHARITY
Walter Wallinger died in 1709 leaving “Four hundred pounds for the placing of poor
children of this Parish as Apprentices.”
Times have moved on and the trustees of the charity now take the view that the
income from the endowment should be used to give grants for educational purposes
to people under 25 who have for at least two years lived, or been educated, within‘the
ancient parish of Hertingfordbury’ which today roughly means Hertingfordbury village
and the five Greens and outlying houses.
Something of the order of £1500 is available annually. Typically grants are one-off
payments not exceeding £300 for something that will help with the applicant’s
education in a broad sense, such as a musical instrument, specialist equipment, a field
or other course. Grants are available to anyone in school, FE or Higher Education.
An application form is obtainable from Robin Bishop, the Chairman of Walter
Wallinger’s charity at robinhbishop@gmail.com

RRTrees

Sarah Lamb Jewellery

INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK

01992 589218 07714660492

Will rethread pearl and bead
necklaces
Commissions and other jewellery
repairs
www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

o Tree Surgery
o Hedge Cutting
o Stump Removal
o Seasoned Logs
Free quotation or enquiry?
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee
07792 129669 or e mail
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE
83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611
ALSO AT
Watton Road
Ware
01920 463 260

79 Burford Street
Hoddesdon
01992 470153

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE
Manager Richard Salthouse
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

Meditation & Mindfulness
Explore the riches of Christian Meditation and how it fits with the
practice and insights of Mindfulness
Each weekly session is free and lasts for about 45 minutes. We begin with some
gentle exercises to help still the mind and then a guided meditation, followed by
some silence. Beginners especially welcome!
Now Online on Zoom every Wednesday at 8pm except for the first
Wednesdays when we usually meet in person at St Andrew’s church
For further details and Zoom codes please see our website
www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk
or contact the church office 01992 504373 standrew.hertford@btinternet.com
***********************************

WhatsApp Groups
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact
David Gorton on 07544 702241
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more
information please contact Jamie Shawyer

Church Cleaners
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning
rota.
It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful
church to always look its best
If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Churchyard Volunteers Needed
Volunteers required for grass cutting
Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh!
Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help

Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day.
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the
Churchwardens. Thank you for considering this

HERTFORD DISABILITY SUPPORT GROUP
NEEDED – the Hertford Disability Support Group is a charity run by volunteers to
enrich the lives of mostly elderly, disabled people. We organise monthly socials, and
varied outings during the summer.
Our members are thrilled to get out and about and working with them is most
rewarding. All kinds of help – driving, cooking, planning, befriending and more – are
needed.
Do please consider helping us. Contact Alison on 01992 584851

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD
Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach – Workshops

Courtyard Arts is a unique, artistic hub located in Hertford

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm - www.courtyardarts.org.uk

ROY FRITH

Acorn Pest Control

Specialising in

Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs

LOCAL MAN

MICHAEL JACKSON

Free estimates - ALL MAKES
Spares available for most makes
Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at
13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX

07710 494186
Charges as council – quicker response!

Herts Computer Services
David Raymond
Locksmith – General
Maintenance
01707 651617 / 07831 383057
Local & Flexible

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email:
iain@hertscomputerservices.com
Home or small business IT support
PC health checks & virus removal
Broadband internet issues
Data recovery
Laptop repairs such as screen replacement
PC hardware repairs & installations
Wireless networking
Website & internet address setup
Microsoft server installations & small
business support

Microsoft & Comptia Certified
Microsoft Small Business Specialist

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Carpentry, tiling, general
maintenance
The best about – the cheapest around

What more could you ask for?

CALL RAY on 01438 214178
Mobile: 07837 487922

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg)
PLUMBING
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
John Spinks
Painter & Decorator

Chris Tinworth

Over 40 yrs in the Trade

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
DULUX NETWORK MEMBER

TEL: 01707 266118

01707 251302
07973 561298

Jenny Junior Interiors
Full Interior Design
& Installation Service
Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms
Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting
Furniture and upholstery
Designer fabrics and wallpaper
Curtains, poles, blinds
A friendly and professional service
Consultation in your own home

Tel: 01707 276 343
Mob: 07947 711 597
www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk
jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk
1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty
|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS
BOA & GOsC Registered

Back & Neck problems? Other troublesome aches & pains?
Friendly, Effective & Local
Call Alastair on 07917 101851
www.hertfordosteopaths.com

